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E A C H  M E M O R I A L  D AY,  the Lafayette Hillside Memorial brings the 
community together to honor the men and women who gave 
their lives in service to our country. 
This year’s vigil featured music, poetry, 
guest speakers, and quiet moments 
of reflection beneath the memorial’s 
iconic white crosses.

As America celebrates its 250th 
anniversary, the gathering offered a 
moment to reflect on the freedoms 
we enjoy and the sacrifices made to 
preserve them.

To learn more, visit 
lafayettehillsidememorial.org.

Honoring Service, 
Celebrating Freedom
PHOTOS BY CRAIG ISAACS, BLUEGOO PHOTOGRAPHY

COMMUNITY SPIRIT
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a r t g a r d e n d e s i g n . n e t  •  5 1 0 . 4 2 4 . 2 5 0 3

Where Nature Meets Art

Ben Harris plays “Taps” 
on the flugelhorn.

Janet Thomas speaks at the 
annual Memorial Day Vigil.

Lafayette Hillside Memorial board members and event 
organizers (from left): Howard Weamer, Lynn MacMichael, 
Janet Thomas, Kay James, and Michael Munnelly

DANCE     MUSIC
THEATRE

Ages 2–Adult — Classes for Everyone!

www.theballetschool.org  |  info@theballetschool.org
Enrolling Now! 925-934-2133
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GIVE PEOPLE A REASON  
TO STAY OUTSIDE
A great door gets people outside. What 
keeps them there is what’s waiting on 
the other side. A covered seating and 
dining area, an outdoor kitchen, and 
an activity — fire pit, ping-pong table, 
or hot tub — give everyone a reason to 
linger. The key detail most people miss: 
the closer these elements are to your 
kitchen, the more they actually get used. 
Distance kills the flow. 

Designer Tip: Treat your outdoor space 
like a room. It needs a ceiling (pergola 
or overhang), defined edges (planters or 
walls), and a focal point (TV, fire pit, or 
a view). Without those three things, it 
feels like furniture in a parking lot.

THINK ABOUT IT  
BEFORE SUMMER ENDS
The best time to plan a renovation is 
before you need it. Most projects of this 
scope take four to six months from first 
conversation to completion. Start the 
planning process now, and you could be 
opening your home to the backyard by 
next spring. 

Designer Tip: Go bigger than feels 
comfortable. Most homeowners 
request an 8-foot door and end up 
wishing they’d chosen a 12-foot  
door. Make sure to consult with a 
structural engineer.

CONNECT THE KITCHEN
The kitchen is the heart of the home 
and, ideally, should connect directly 
to your outdoor entertaining space. 
An island facing a new slider, a pass-
through window above the sink, or  
a full kitchen extension toward the  
yard transforms how you cook, 
entertain, and move from the inside  
to the outside.

Designer Tip: Most ranchers were 
built with the kitchen facing the street. 
Moving the kitchen to the back of the 
house — oriented toward the yard — is 
the renovation that changes how you 
live in your home every single day.

Lafayette’s ranch homes have a lot 
going for them — single-story living, 

generous lots, mature trees, and some 
of the best weather in the Bay Area. 
Here’s the thing most homeowners don’t 
realize: ranchers are uniquely suited for 
indoor-outdoor flow. Low rooflines, wide 
footprints, and flat yards make them the 
perfect candidate for opening up. With 
the right renovations, your rancher can 
feel like it was designed for California 
living from the very start.

START WITH THE DOOR
The single biggest change you can make 
is replacing a small door or window 
with a large slider or accordion door. 
A well-placed opening doesn’t just add 
light — it changes the way you move 
from your home to the yard.  A simple 
8-foot slider starts at around $5,000 to 
$10,000 installed. An accordion-style 
door that folds completely away starts at 
around $15,000 to $25,000.

How to Create the Perfect  
Indoor-Outdoor Flow

BY GITA JACOBSON & PRIYAM SAWHNEY

PARTNER PERSPECTIVE

A bi-fold door opens the kitchen to the backyard in this Lafayette home. Photo by Julie Cheshire Photography

Gita Jacobson, owner of In The Deets, and 
Priyam Sawhney, owner of Konstructo, 
partner together on design-build 
remodeling projects throughout Lafayette 
and Lamorinda.

Where Every Bottle Tells a Local Story

Small-Batch Wines | Guided Tastings | Special Events & Celebrations | Seasonal Releases

3393 Mt. Diablo Blvd. • 925-298-5109 • local-vines.com

loc
al-vines.com

Fire Season is
now year-round SCHEDULE A

HOME FIRE
PREPAREDNESS

EVALUATION TODAY
FOR A FULL LIST OF SERVICES, PLEASE VISIT
brp-enterprises.com       (925) 322-1440
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The Lamorinda Spirit Van recently celebrated its 20th 
anniversary, marking two decades of helping seniors 
stay connected and maintain their independence. Since 

its first ride on June 19, 2006, the Spirit Van has provided 
transportation for residents of Lafayette, Moraga, and Orinda, 
offering rides to medical appointments, grocery stores, exercise 
classes, social activities, and a wide range of other destinations.

The anniversary celebration brought together community 
leaders, volunteers, riders, and donors to honor the program’s 
impact. Representatives from Lafayette, Moraga, Orinda, and 
the offices of Senator Tim Grayson and Assemblymember 
Rebecca Bauer-Kahan presented proclamations recognizing the 
organization’s years of service.

A highlight of the event was recognizing the legacy of Mary 
Bruns, the longtime program coordinator often referred to as 
the “Spirit” of the Spirit Van, who helped turn the community’s 
vision for senior transportation into reality. Her daughters 
joined the celebration as attendees reflected on the lives Mary 
touched through her dedication to the program.

“What began as a transportation service has become an 
important lifeline for many Lamorinda residents,” said Program 
Coordinator Riki Juster. “This milestone 
reflects the caring spirit of the community 
and the many people who have helped 
keep our riders connected, active, and 
independent over the past 20 years.”

For rides, contact (925) 283-3534 or  
dispatch@lovelafayette.org. 925-440-6521  |  www.mindfulconstructioninc.com

DESIGN

BUILD

ILLUMINATE

CSLB License - #1105906

2D & 3D Designs  |  Pavers & Pathways
Concrete  |  Turf & Sod  |  Pergolas

Outdoor Kitchens  |  Decks, Fences & Gates
Lighting  |  Softscape

LAMORINDA SPIRIT VAN 
CELEBRATES 20 YEARS

CELEBRATING COMMUNITY

Riders, volunteers, donors, and community supporters celebrate the Lamorinda Spirit Van’s 20th anniversary, with 
Program Coordinator Riki Juster (center), at the Jennifer Russell Building on May 27, 2026.

Nikki Solomon and Kim Bruns stand beside 
the Spirit Van, which now features an “In 
Memory of Mary Bruns” tribute honoring 
their mother, the program’s coordinator 
from 2006 to 2022.

PHOTOS BY CRAIG ISAACS, 
BLUEGOO PHOTOGRAPHY

SCHEDULE
YOUR FREE

CONSULTATION
TODAY.

WHOLE HOUSE REMODEL ·  ADDIT IONS & ADUS · EXTERIOR BUILDS

510-750-2655
License #786748
3955 Industrial Way, Suite D,
Concord, CA

TAKING ON CHALLENGING PROJECTS
WITH 25+ YEARS OF EXPERTISE

CBCBUILDERS
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W H AT  A  B E A U T I F U L  N I G H T  at the inaugural Siesta Valley Bowl 
Spring Bash on May 30th! The Wayhighs got things started 
on the right note, FreeMoment kept the vibes flowing, and 

Burning Down The House — the Bay’s premier Talking Heads 
Tribute band — had everyone on their feet. Great music, 

great food and drinks, and a warm spring night shared with 
old friends and new ones — the perfect way to celebrate this 

wonderful new concert venue.

Check out the lineup for a full season of live shows coming to Siesta Valley Bowl.  
Tickets on sale now at siestavalleybowl.com!

SIESTA VALLEY BOWL’S 
SPRING BASH!

PHOTOS BY CRAIG ISAACS, BLUEGOO PHOTOGRAPHY

FIRE SAFETY COMPLIANCE PRUNING  |  AESTHETIC & VIEW PRUNING  |  ARBORISTS REPORTS
TREE REMOVAL & PLANTING  |  STUMP GRINDING  |  CABLING & BRACING

CERTIFIED
ARBORISTS

ON STAFF

FULLY INSURED,
LICENSED, AND

BONDED
#WE-10094A

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE!
510.845.3644

ponderosatreeservice.com

SERVING THE BAY AREA FOR OVER 50 YEARS

Caring for your trees is our mission

NEW COUNTERTOPS.
NEW LOOK. 
NO MIDDLEMAN.
Whether you're refreshing a kitchen, 
modernizing a 
bathroom, or 
starting fresh—our 
expert team 
delivers 
high-quality surfaces
without the high-pressure
sales.

Call now to schedule your
free in-home estimate and
bring your dream
countertop to life!

(510) 397-6670 | solotsinc.com

We work
hand-in-hand

with homeowners
to bring your

custom countertop
visions to life. 

Quartz
Granite

Porcelain
Marble

and more
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Is it Time for
Your Trees'
Annual Checkup?  
Your trees need a checkup 
every year just like you do! 
Rapid shoot growth from 
last year’s abundant rains 
could leave your trees 
overburdened and more 
likely to lose limbs.

 CALL TODAY for a FREE Health, Safety & Hazard 
Assessment by one of our Certified Arborists.

 CALL TODAY for a FREE Health, Safety & Hazard 
Assessment by one of our Certified Arborists.

CA LIC #1082260 | FULLY LICENSED, BONDED AND INSURED

Serving the East Bay Since 1980

925.930.7901
WWW.TRAVERSOTREE .COM

"When it has to be Done Right!"

PROFESSIONAL, QUALITY, & EXPERIENCED TREE CAREPROFESSIONAL, QUALITY, & EXPERIENCED TREE CARE

Call us
for a free
in-home 
consultation 

Professional service 
from intake through 
continuing care. 

Compassionate and intuitive 
in-home caregivers who 
prioritize your safety, 
dignity, and comfort.

Call or Text: 925.430.6711 · VisitingAngels.com/WalnutCreek

Specialty Care
Personal Care and Companion Care

"Visiting Angels cared for my father with incredible 
respect and tenderness, treating him like family and 

honoring his dignity every step of the way…” 
~ Kristen Barleen, Lafayette



9151 Currency St.
Irving, TX 75063

Take Back Your Power
SERVICES
• Solar Panels
• Battery Backup
• Whole-Home Generators
• EV Chargers
• Panel Upgrades 
• House Rewires
• Repair and Maintenance

Lafayette’s Local Energy Experts
We’re a local certified electrical team - not a 
national brand that disappears after install. 

Why East Bay Homeowners Choose Us
• Certified installer: Tesla Powerwall · Enphase · Generac

• C-10 Licensed · Bonded · Insured

• No subcontractors - every job handled by our own team

• 10-year warranty on labor & components

• 838+ installations in the East Bay since 2012

• Yelp & Nextdoor 5-star rated by your neighbors

• Blanket service coverage - we fix and expand existing systems

L A F AY E T T E  ·  L A M O R I N D A  ·  E A S T  B AY

Stop Being PG&E’s Hostage.

FREE QUOTE IN 24 HOURS OR LESS
925-364-6081
eastbaypowersystems.com
3458 Mt Diablo Blvd, Lafayette

LOCAL · CERTIFIED · RELIABLE
Enphase Certified · Generac Certified

C-10 License #1098150

A Publication for the Residents  
of Lafayette


