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Mike Raffo, Larry 
Blodgett and Ryan 
Shelley aboard 
Lafayette’s historic 
fire truck, Old Betsy.

Happy 250th
Birthday, 
America!
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This section is here to give our readers easier access when searching for a trusted 
partner to use. Get to know the businesses that make this magazine possible. Please 

support them in return and thank them if you get the chance!

BIKE SHOP & REPAIR
Sharp Bicycle

(925) 284-9616
sharpbicycle.com

CABINET/ 
KITCHEN REMODELING

Premier Kitchens
(925) 283-6500

premierkitchens.net

COLLEGE  
ADVISING/TUTORING

OPEN EDvantage
(925) 963-0883

open-edvantage.com

COMMUNITY HUB
Lamorinda Social
(831) 295-7676

CONCERT VENUE
Siesta Valley Bowl

(925) 258-8637
siestavalley.org

CUSTOM BUILDER
Christensen  

Brothers Construction
(510) 750-2655
cbcbuilders.com

CUSTOM  
COUNTERTOPS & TILE

Solo Tile & Stone
(510) 397-6670

solotsinc.com

CUSTOM REMODELING
KC Custom Builders

(510) 706-9063
kccustombuilder.com

DESIGN/BUILD
In the Deets & Konstructo

(925) 786-3490
inthedeets.com

ELECTRIC & HVAC
East Bay Power Systems

(925) 364-6081
eastbaypowersystems.com

FLOORING
Blodgett’s Abbey 
Carpet & Flooring
(925) 284-4807

blodgetts.com

Carpet One Floor & Home
(925) 837-3716

carpetoneofsanramon.com

HANDYMAN SERVICES
Honey Homes

(510) 930-0732
honeyhomes.com

HOME  
DISASTER PREVENTION
BRP Hardening Experts

(925) 322-1440
brp-enterprises.com

INSURANCE
Jake Stewart - State Farm

(925) 283-5040
myagentjake.com

JUNK REMOVAL 
& RECYCLING

The Junkluggers of Walnut 
Creek & Lamorinda

(925) 418-1391
junkluggers.com/

walnut-creek-lamorinda

LANDSCAPE 
DESIGN + BUILD

ART GARDEN DESIGN
(415) 533-4578

artgardendesign.net

LAWYERS - FULL 
SERVICE FIRM

Daniel Horowitz - 
Lawyers in Lafayette

(925) 283-1863
lawyersinlafayette.com

NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATIONS

Lafayette Partners 
In Education

(925) 299-1644
lpie.org

Lafayette-Orinda 
Presbyterian Church

(925) 283-8722
lopc.org

OUT & ABOUT
Canyon Club Brewery

(510) 227-9435
canyonclub.works

Local Vines
(925) 298-5109
local-vines.com

Western Flyer Brewing
(510) 333-5802
wfbrewing.com

OUTDOOR DESIGN & BUILD
Mindful Construction Inc.

(925) 440-6521
mindfulconstructioninc.com

PERFORMING ARTS
The Ballet School 
Performing Arts
(925) 934-2133

theballetschool.org

PHOTOGRAPHY
BlueGoo Photography

(925) 360-8055
bluegoo.com

REAL ESTATE
Ashley Battersby
(925) 323-9955

ashleybattersby.com

Brian Rochford, 
Rochford Real Estate

(925) 285-0439
luxuryhomesoflamorinda.com

Dana Green Team
(925) 339-1918

danagreenteam.com

Dudum Real Estate 
Group, Julie Del Santo

(925) 818-5500
dudum.com

Stella Tsakonas & 
Stephanie Mull
(925) 878-1896

stellaandstephanie.com

Vanguard Properties 
Michelle Holcenberg 

Meredith Peterson 
Nicole Tamayo

(925) 465-0610
livelamorinda.com

RECYCLING POLICY
RecycleSmart

(925) 906-1801
recyclesmart.org

SCHOOL - PRIVATE
Bentley School
(925) 283-2101

bentleyschool.org

SENIOR CARE
Aegis Living Moraga

(925) 483-7347
aegismoraga.com

Visiting Angels
(925) 430-6711

visitingangels.com/
walnutcreek

TREE CARE/ARBORIST
Ponderosa Tree Service

(510) 845-3644
ponderosatreeservice.com

Visit our website kccustombuilder.com or
call  (510) 706-9063 to get started.

Pleasant Hill, CA

Expert builders, collaborating with top designers for a seamless experience.

We pride ourselves on delivering detailed, transparent estimates you can rely on.

Meticulous craftsmanship. Unparalleled relationships.

Ready to start your dream project?  

Building Better Experiences

License #886074

SOCIAL
Lafayette

We’re proud to showcase businesses that share our commitment to fostering local connections. When 
perusing our pages, keep an eye out for the “Local Sponsor” icon to identify articles highlighting these valuable 
partners. Please note that businesses profiled may have provided free products and / or services for the review.

DISCLAIMER: This publication, also known as Lafayette Social, is owned 
by The N2 Company (“N2”) and is not affiliated with or sponsored 
by any club, developer, or homeowners association. The articles and 
opinions expressed in this publication are those of the respective 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of N2. Advertisements 
appearing in this publication are paid placements and are not endorsed 
or recommended by N2. N2 is not responsible for the statements, 
opinions, or business practices of any authors, contributors, or 
advertisers featured herein. Portions of this publication may include 
content created with the assistance of artificial intelligence (AI) tools 
by authors or contributors and may not be independently verified by N2.

greetmag.com 
 

Your Stories. Your Photos. Your Community. 
© 2026 The N2 Company, Inc.
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PUBLISHER’S NOTE

LAFAYETTE SPIRIT
A M E R I C A  T U R N E D  2 5 0  O N  T H E  F O U R T H  — a semiquincentennial 
we’re marking all year long, from coast to coast and right 
here in Lamorinda. 

This issue is full of that spirit. Neighbors share their stories, 
reminding us what makes this community extraordinary. 

We’re also proud to spotlight Solo Tile & Stone, a family-
owned business whose craftsmanship and dedication have 
earned the trust of Lafayette homeowners. 

Democracy, community, and good work all start local. Here’s 
to the next 250 years! 

Your Greet Lafayette Team
Lamorinda@n2co.com | GreetLafayette.com

YOUR GREET LAFAYETTE CONTRIBUTORS & TEAM

Dan Allsup 
Ad Manager

Craig Isaacs 
BlueGoo Photography

Tracie Watanabe
Publishing Assistant 

& Social Media

Susan Corkery 
Managing Editor

Christine Raymond 
Owner & Publisher  

Christine.Raymond@
n2co.com

FOLLOW US ON IG  
@GreetLAFAYETTE  

 
@GreetLAFAYETTE 

MAGAZINE  
for FB

Thank you to everyone who made this special issue possible!

Whether you are new to Lafayette or simply looking 
to get more connected, we invite you to join us for 
our Hello Lafayette! community welcome event. It 

is on Thursday, July 30, from 5:30 to 7 p.m. in the Don Tatzin 
Community Hall at the Lafayette Library and Learning Center. 
You will find everything you need to know about activities, 
programs, and services in Lafayette, all in one place!

Organized by the Lafayette Juniors in collaboration with 
the City of Lafayette and the Lafayette Library and Learning 
Center Foundation, the event’s purpose is to welcome new 
residents and help them get connected quickly so they feel at 
home in our community.

The Lafayette Juniors bring together key community 
groups to provide everything a newcomer needs to 
start feeling like a Lafayette local, including parks and 
recreation, local businesses, activities for all ages, emergency 
preparedness, building and city services, and volunteering 
and engagement opportunities. Enjoy light refreshments 
as you meet other new residents, as well as knowledgeable 
long-timers.

Hello Lafayette! is a family-friendly, drop-in event. There 
will be games for the kids. Come any time between 5:30 p.m. 
and 7 p.m.

You can also find resources for newcomers on the City’s 
website at lovelafayette.org/newresidents.

Please mention Hello Lafayette! to new neighbors  
and to friends and neighbors who may want to learn more 
about what Lafayette has to offer or become more involved 
in the community.

I look forward to seeing you on July 30.

LOVE LAFAYETTE

We invite business owners, professionals, and  
Lamorinda residents to join us for the following 
networking opportunities.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 1 —  
Greet Happy Hour (5 - 7 pm) 
Canyon Club Brewery, 1558 Canyon Rd., Moraga

WEDNESDAY, JULY 22 —  
Greet Networking Lunch  
(11:30 am - 1 pm) 
El Talpense Mexican, 3576 Mt. 
Diablo Blvd., Lafayette 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5 —  
Greet Happy Hour (5 - 7 pm) 
Western Flyer Brewing, 3660 Mt. 
Diablo Blvd., Lafayette

BY INVITATION 
Greet Gatherings 
All Greet and BeLocal business partners are invited 
to attend. We come together 4 times a year at Local 
Vines to mingle and engage in conversations that more 
intentionally connect and bridge our businesses. Email 
Christine.Raymond@n2co.com to learn more.

Greet Restaurant Tastings 
Residents and participating business partners come 
together to make friends and enjoy delicious food! 
Residents can email Lamorinda@n2co.com to be  
added to the invite list.

You Are 
Invited!

Scan here  
to RSVP

Please let me know if you have suggestions for future topics for 
the Mayor’s column at canduri@lovelafayette.org.

Greetings 
from 
Mayor 
Anduri

Jake Stewart 
Charitable Passions

Rachel Blatt  
Meet Your Neighbor

Blandine Wartel 
Meet Your Neighbor

Jeff Eyet  
Learning & 
Education

Mary McCosker 
Lafayette History

John Kennett 
Lafayette History

Solo Tile & Stone 
Business Spotlight

Natalie Means 
Student Life

Carl Anduri  
Mayor of Lafayette

Wynn  
Pets With 

Personality

American flags line the Lafayette Hillside Memorial Crosses along Deer Hill Road. 
Photo by Craig Isaacs, BlueGoo Photography
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moments in students is what brings me the greatest joy,”  
he says.

Jeff also hosts The BIG Strategy Podcast, where he talks with 
leaders about navigating change without losing what makes 
us human. His philosophy is “human-centered AI” — keeping 
humans in the loop — and he teaches it to everyone from 
middle schoolers to senior executives. 

“AI should not replace people,” he says. “It should amplify 
our creativity, curiosity, and ingenuity so we can have a greater 
impact in our professional and community lives.” 

After nearly a decade in Lafayette, what stands out most 
to Jeff is what the community has given back to his family: 
friendships, fellowship, and people who continue to show up for 
one another. LOPC has been “the through-line” through it all. 

“We’re grateful,” he says. “And we’re not going anywhere.”

Over the years, Jeff has served 
in leadership roles and supported 
programs focused on faith and 
relationships. He started Men’s Friday 
Fellowship after recognizing a growing 
issue among older men: loneliness.

The issue hit close to home. Jeff’s 
father lived with Parkinson’s disease 
and Lewy body dementia, and Jeff 
watched faith become central to his 
perseverance. “I knew that if he were 
healthy, he would be leading a group at 
his own church to address exactly this,” 
Jeff says.

What began as a monthly gathering 
has evolved into a weekly tradition 
where men share life’s highs and lows, 
discuss faith, and enjoy conversations 
about everything from sports to cars.

Jeff realized the group had 
become meaningful when men from a 
generation where “you don’t cry and 
you don’t talk” began opening up and 
forming friendships. He jokingly calls 
it “the millennial club” because there’s 
“about a thousand years of wisdom and 
experience around the table.” 

Professionally, Jeff teaches 
AI, applied innovation, and 
entrepreneurship at UC Berkeley. After 
earning his MBA from Haas in 2014, 
he worked in the solar energy industry 
before finding his way back to his true 
passion: helping others reach their 
“aha” moments. “Seeing those lightbulb 

Jeff Eyet and his family have a 
nickname for their Lafayette home: 

the treehouse.
Tucked into the oaks of Reliez Valley 

overlooking Briones, the hillside home 
reflects what Jeff loves about Lafayette. 
“We fall asleep to crickets and wake up 
to birds,” he says. “That’s why we call it 
the treehouse.”

Jeff and his wife, Janelle, moved 
there in 2017 after renovating the 1970s-
era house into their forever home. 
Today, life revolves around family. Their 
daughter, Harper, a rising seventh-
grader at Stanley, spends weekends 

Rooted In Connection
LEARNING & EDUCATION

Jeff, Janelle and Harper Eyet. Photo by Craig Isaacs, BlueGoo Photography

Backyard chickens are part of life for the 
Eyets in Reliez Valley. Photo by Craig Isaacs, 
BlueGoo Photography

Jeff has found friendship and fellowship through LOPC’s men’s groups.

Jeff teaches AI, innovation, and entrepreneurship at UC Berkeley.

Jeff and Harper, 12, spend many weekends together at horse shows throughout 
Northern California.

After nearly a decade in 
Lafayette, what stands 
out most to Jeff is what 
the community has given 
his family: friendships, 
fellowship, and people who 
show up for one another.

riding and competing as a horse jumper 
around Northern California. At home, 
they raise chickens and share goats with 
neighbors.

Even with busy schedules, one 
tradition remains constant: “We come 
together every night at the dinner table,” 
Jeff says. 

That sense of connection extends 
beyond their home. Jeff and Janelle 
joined Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian 
Church (LOPC) before Harper was born 
and quickly found more than a place 
to attend on Sundays. They found a 
community.

Special thanks to Realtor Ashley Battersby for sponsoring our 
Learning & Education section.

Do you have a Learning & Education story to share? Email Lamorinda@n2co.com.
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WATER FOR GOOD
Water for Good is a nonprofit focused on bringing lasting access 
to clean water, sanitation and hygiene to communities in Ethiopia, 
Tanzania, the Central African Republic and Cambodia. Learn more 
at waterforgood.org. 

Jake calls “the real secret sauce” — teams that go door to door 
teaching sanitation and hygiene practices.

Along the way, Jake says he learned that solving the global 
water crisis is more complicated than it may seem. “Many 
people believe that if you build a well, you solve the problem. 
But that’s not what’s happening in reality,” he says.

Jake explains that sustainability matters just as much 
as installation. Communities are encouraged to save for 
maintenance and repairs, while sanitation and hygiene education 
help create healthier habits that can lead to lasting change.

He saw the human side of that work firsthand during a 
recent trip to Ethiopia. At one school where Water for Good 
installed a new well and latrine block, complete with changing 
stations for girls, the community turned out in force.

“We were greeted by more than a thousand people, 
including children, parents, village elders, traditional dancers, 
even horsemen,” he recalls. Children climbed trees 30 feet high 
to catch a glimpse of the gathering.

Nearby sat an old well: built 12 years earlier by another well-
intentioned organization, but lacking a sustainability plan. This 
well worked for two years and had been broken for the last ten. 
“To witness a dignified bathroom and safe water source returning 
to a community after years without it — and to see the incredible 
number of people it impacted — was a really beautiful moment.” 

The ripple effects go beyond health. Safe, private facilities help 
girls stay in school, while healthier communities can create new 
economic opportunities for families, too. 

The experience has also shaped how Jake views life back 
home. As a local State Farm Insurance agent, he helps families 
prepare for life’s unexpected challenges. He says his work with 
Water for Good reinforced many of the same ideas on a broader 
scale: preventing harm, reducing risk, and building stability.

For Jake, one lesson has stayed with him: “I’ve learned that 
I may not be able to end the global water crisis everywhere for 
everyone, but I can help end it for one person, one family, or 
one village.”For Jake Stewart and his wife Erin, supporting the 

nonprofit Water for Good started close to home — 
watching their daughters head out the door each 

morning, excited for school.  
“When we learned about the obstacles girls face accessing 

education in Africa it genuinely broke our hearts,” Jake says. 
In many places, boys and girls begin with similar opportunities 
in elementary school. But as girls reach puberty, many leave 
school because they lack safe, private spaces to manage their 
monthly hygiene needs. 

That reality drew Jake and Erin to Water for Good more 
than a decade ago. Since then, Jake has served more than eight 
years on the organization’s board of directors.

Water for Good works across Ethiopia, Tanzania, Uganda, 
the Central African Republic, and Cambodia, pairing custom-
engineered water infrastructure (such as wells) with what 

BEYOND THE WELL 
Water for Good

CHARITABLE PASSIONS

Special thanks to Jake Stewart Insurance Agency for sponsoring  
our Charitable Passions section.

Jake stands alongside two in-country leaders for Water for Good. The elevation of 
talented young women into leadership roles is both counter cultural and exciting to see.

Smiles and waves from future beneficiaries of Water 
for Good’s work in Dodola, Ethiopia.

A drill crew and village watch as a Water for Good drill makes its final push 
towards hitting water — which happened just seconds later.

Young girls queue 
up for hours every 
day to collect 
unsafe water from 
a very slow natural 
spring in Dodola, 
Ethiopia. Water for 
Good has plans to 
deliver safe water 
to this community.

“I’ve learned that I may not be able to end the 
global water crisis everywhere for everyone but 
I can help end it for one person, one family, or 
one village.” 
—JAKE STEWART



Greet Lafayette       1312       July 2026

Natalie with LaMO players who came to cheer her on.

What’s been one of your most memorable moments? Winning 
the Big East conference regular season with Georgetown last 
fall! My team achieved a 10-0 conference record, which has 
never been done before. We had to beat Xavier University, who 
were just one point behind us in the standings, and we won 4-0 
on the road to make conference history.

Who are you excited to watch during the World Cup?  
I recently had a run-in with Croatian national team midfielder 
Luka Modrić in the elevator during one of my away games, so 
I’m looking forward to watching him continue his legendary 
career in his 5th World Cup. Also, I’d love to see a France vs. 
Argentina rematch (if you haven’t seen the 2022 World Cup 
final, it’s a must-watch game)!

What advice would you give kids in Lafayette who hope to 
play at the next level? Don’t compare your journey to anyone 
else’s. Everyone grows, matures, and realizes their abilities at 
different times. As long as you focus on your individual growth 
and development while keeping your dreams in mind, you can 
get to where you want to go. Also, someone with a little talent 
but a great work ethic will find more success than someone 
with unlimited talent but a poor work ethic.

of the 
league. 
When I 
started getting 
interest from 
clubs last fall, I 
knew I would have to 
sacrifice my senior spring semester 
at Georgetown because I couldn’t pass up a chance to play in 
this league. 

Denver Summit was such an exciting opportunity because I 
have family in Denver. I was excited to be part of an expansion 
team in a city that LOVES its sports but didn’t yet have a pro 
women’s soccer team.

What’s been the biggest adjustment to playing professionally? 
Realizing that it’s not a job, it’s a lifestyle. We don’t just get paid 
for what we do on the field; it’s also everything we do off the 
field to prepare our minds and bodies to perform at the highest 
level every single day. That’s a level of pressure and intensity 
that even Division 1 college sports can’t quite replicate. But all of 
the hard work and dedication, on and off the field, pays off when 
we win a game, especially in front of our amazing fans!

When did you first start playing soccer? I started playing when 
I was about 5 or 6 years old with my twin brother, Robert, on a 
co-ed “rec” team that my dad coached! Early on, I loved the fast-
paced nature and being part of a team. As I got older, I learned 
to appreciate how soccer brings people from various cultures 
and walks of life together to work toward a collective goal. 

How did growing up in Lafayette shape you as a player? 
I moved to Lafayette before first grade and tried out for 
Lamorinda Soccer Club (“LaMO”), which helped me quickly 
make friends, many of whom remain my closest friends today. 
I played for LaMO from first grade until I left for Georgetown. 
I’m so grateful to have had such a great soccer club accessible 
to me growing up. The club director, Mo, played a huge role in 
developing me as a person and a player, and I truly believe I 
wouldn’t have had the success I did in college or made it to the 
professional level without the coaches and teammates at LaMO. 

Tell us about joining the Denver Summit. Joining Denver 
Summit FC and playing in the NWSL (National Women’s 
Soccer League) is a dream come true. I always knew I wanted 
to play professional soccer, but didn’t know if playing in the 
NWSL would be a possibility because of the competitiveness 

GOAL  
GETTER
Natalie Means is living out 
her childhood dream.

INTERVIEW WITH NATALIE MEANS

STUDENT LIFE: WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

Rochford
R E A L  E S T A T E

Find Out What Your Home is Worth

BRIAN ROCHFORD
925.285.0439
brian@rochfordrealestate.com
@rochford_realestate
DRE#01470068

Curated 
solutions for 
your unique 
real estate 

needs

Special thanks to Realtor Brian Rochford of Rochford Real 
Estate for sponsoring our Student Life section.

Do you have a student in your life that you’d like to celebrate? Email Lamorinda@n2co.com.

“I’ll never forget playing in  
  our first home game in front  
  of 63,000 fans, nearly filling       

     the Broncos’ stadium.      
  It proved once again that          

     women’s sports are        
    worth the investment.”

Natalie celebrates her professional debut with her parents, Wendy and Bob Means, and family friends at Denver 
Summit FC’s inaugural game, March 2026.

Natalie in action for Denver Summit FC, where she plays left winger and left fullback.

Acalanes 
’22 graduate 
Natalie Means 
now plays 
professionally 
for Denver 
Summit FC.

Natalie played for Lamorinda Soccer Club 
from first grade through high school.
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The Anvil That Shook Lafayette
Peter Thomson’s Booming 4th of July Tradition

BY JOHN KENNETT, LAFAYETTE HISTORICAL SOCIETY | PHOTOS PROVIDED

LAFAYETTE HISTORY

Special thanks to Aegis Living Moraga for sponsoring 
our Lafayette History section.

Back when Lafayette was little more than a crossroads 
surrounded by farms and orchards, Fourth of July 

celebrations came with a thunderous boom — courtesy of Peter 
Thomson’s anvil.

Lafayette’s earliest recorded blacksmith shop was founded 
by Jack Elson around 1853. In August 1859, he hired a young 
blacksmith named Peter Thomson, a Canadian-born craftsman 
who had sailed from New York earlier that spring. Within just a 
few years, Thomson purchased the shop himself.

The blacksmith shop stood in a grove of black walnut and 
locust trees on the northeast corner of what is today Mt. Diablo 
Boulevard and Moraga Road, now the site of Bank of America. 
For more than 50 years, Thomson shoed horses, repaired farm 
equipment, and forged tools and square nails for Lafayette’s 
early ranchers and farmers.

But the real story — and the loudest one — was his famous 
anvil. When news arrived that the Civil War had ended 
in 1865, local residents celebrated the historic surrender 
announcement by “touching off” Thomson’s anvil. Gunpowder 
was packed into the hole at the end of the anvil and ignited 
with a 25-foot iron rod heated red-hot in the forge. The result 
was a booming blast that echoed across the valley.

Apparently, Lafayette enjoyed the tradition so much that 
the anvil became part of Fourth of July celebrations for years 
afterward. Emma Hough wrote to her husband on July 9, 1876: 
“They shot the anvil off 4th July about 48 times.” Forty-eight 
times! One can only imagine the racket rolling across the little 
farming community beneath the summer sky.

Eventually, one particularly enthusiastic celebration 
cracked the anvil. Thomson repaired it with a metal patch, and 

remarkably, the old survivor still 
exists today — patch and all — on 
display at the Lafayette Historical 
Society on Golden Gate Way.

As America celebrates its 
250th birthday, it’s hard not to 
picture those early Lafayette 
Fourth of July evenings — 
neighbors gathered together 
beneath the summer sky, proud 
of their country, while Peter 
Thomson’s anvil thundered 
across the valley like a cannon 
salute from another time.

Inside Peter Thomson’s blacksmith shop, where he shoed horses and forged tools for Lafayette’s early ranchers and farmers.

Residents celebrate the Fourth of July in Lafayette during the 1890s.

Now on display at the Lafayette 
Historical Society, Thomson’s 

anvil was once “shot off” dozens of 
times during Fourth of  

July celebrations.

As America celebrates its 250th 
anniversary, imagine those early 

Lafayette Fourth of July evenings, 
neighbors gathered beneath the 

summer sky as Peter Thomson’s anvil 
thundered across the valley.
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equipment, further improving the 
precision and turnaround times clients 
have come to rely on.

Their ideal client is someone 
who values quality and the hands-on 
attention that comes with working 
directly alongside the craftsmen. 
“The best projects are ones where 
homeowners appreciate clear 
communication and let us bring their 
vision to life,” they share. Whether it’s a 
full kitchen remodel or a single custom 
feature, Solo brings the same dedication 
to every job.

For homeowners considering an 
update, Solo’s advice is straightforward: 
visit a showroom in person, ask 
questions about durability and long-
term care, and choose a fabricator who 
offers transparent pricing and expert 
installation. “See and feel the stone 
before you decide,” Felipe recommends.

After more than ten years serving 
the Lafayette community, Solo Tile & 
Stone remains rooted in the values that 
started it all — honest work, skilled 
hands, and genuine pride in every 
surface they touch.

Solo Tile & Stone invites Lafayette 
homeowners to experience the 
difference that family craftsmanship 
makes. For the second half of 2026, 
they’re offering 10% off countertops for 
anyone who mentions this spotlight. 
Call David and Felipe at 510.397.6670 to 
schedule a consultation.

“We treat every project like it’s 
going into our own home,” says David. 
Unlike larger operations where clients 
are passed between sales reps and 
subcontractors, Solo customers work 
directly with the craftsmen handling 
their project from start to finish — 
resulting in better communication, 
greater accountability, and a level of care 
that’s increasingly rare in the industry.

Solo specializes in kitchen 
countertops, bathroom vanities, shower 
walls, and custom stone surfaces, 
guiding homeowners through every 
step from material selection to final 
installation. The company recently 
invested in state-of-the-art CNC Bridge 
Saw technology and digital templating 

When Lafayette homeowners 
picture their dream kitchen or 
spa-like bathroom, the vision 

often comes down to one defining 
element: the stone. For more than a 
decade, Solo Tile & Stone has been the 
trusted name turning those visions into 
reality — one precision cut at a time.

Founded in 2015 by brothers David 
and Felipe Lopez, Solo Tile & Stone is a 
family-owned business built on years 
of hands-on experience in fabrication, 
installation, and project management. 
What began as a commitment to doing 
things the right way has grown into 
one of the East Bay’s most respected 
stone and tile companies, driven almost 
entirely by word-of-mouth referrals.

One Precision Cut At A Time 
SOLO TILE & STONE

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

Brothers David and Felipe Lopez showcase 
countertops they installed at Blue Oak in 
Lafayette. Photo by Craig Isaacs

solotsinc.com | 510.397.6670

“As a contractor, I’ve used Solo on many 
projects and my own homes. They do 
great work, but what sets them apart 
is that when something goes wrong, 
they own it and make it right. Highly 
recommend.” - Byron Crowley, Lafayette
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While moving across the world can feel daunting, Blandine 
says the warmth of Americans made the transition far easier. 
“People here are so friendly and always willing to help,” she 
says. “That openness was very different from France, and it 
made us feel welcomed very quickly.”

A trained optometrist in France, Blandine also carried 
another lifelong passion with her to California: baking. In 
Lafayette, she decided to turn that passion into a business. 
Today, she sells homemade baked goods and offers in-home 
baking classes, teaching others the art of authentic French 
baking, which are often lighter and less sweet than many 
American-style desserts. Learn more at blandinewartel.com.

For Blandine, baking is about more than pastries — it is 
about connection. Through her classes, school involvement, 
and participation with Lafayette Partners in Education (LPIE), 
she has built meaningful friendships and found her place 
within the community.

The family also enjoys spending time at local favorites, 
including Sideboard Neighborhood Kitchen and Coffee Bar, 
Roam Artisan Burgers, and Poke Go. 

While she no longer has a view of Mont Blanc from her 
kitchen, for Blandine, Lafayette has become much more than 
a destination for her husband’s career. It has become a true 
home filled with opportunity, friendship, and community.

When Blandine Wartel and her family 
moved from the French Alps to 
Lafayette, they were stepping into an 

entirely new chapter of life. Her husband’s work 
brought the family to California, and after exploring 
the area, they chose Lafayette for its strong schools 
and accessible trails. They settled near Acalanes, 
where they began to build their new community.

Today, Blandine and her husband are 
raising their energetic twin sons, who will enter 
kindergarten this fall. Much of their family life 
revolves around the outdoors, one of the things that 
reminds them most of home in France. 

On weekends, you can often find them biking 
local trails, exploring Briones Regional Park, attending 
Sunday gatherings at Le Pit Club, showing off their 
vintage car imported from France, or spending time 
at the Lafayette Library and Learning Center, which 
Blandine especially appreciates as a place for both 
learning and community. An avid biker and trail 
runner, her husband has found connection through 
volunteering with Contra Costa Search and Rescue.

Bonjour, 
Lafayette

MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR

Blandine creates authentic 
French pastries, including classic 
macarons. Photo by Craig Isaacs, 
BlueGoo Photography

Blandine’s twin 
sons explore 

Briones.
Biking local trails is a 

favorite family activity.

Blandine 
Wartel in her 

home kitchen. 
Photo by Craig 

Isaacs, BlueGoo 
Photography

A special thank you to Realtors Stella Tsakonas and Stephanie 
Mull for sponsoring the Meet Your Neighbor section. 

Would you like to nominate someone for Meet Your Neighbor? Email Lamorinda@n2co.com.

FROM THE FRENCH 
ALPS TO LAFAYETTE, 
BLANDINE WARTEL 
FOUND COMMUNITY, 
FRIENDSHIP, AND A 
PLACE TO SHARE HER 
LOVE OF AUTHENTIC 
FRENCH BAKING.

BY RACHEL BLATT

THE OUTDOORS 
REMIND THE FAMILY 

OF HOME IN FRANCE.
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If Wynn could talk, what do you think 
she’d say? Wynn does talk, though you 
wouldn’t know it! She’s miraculously 
a very quiet dog, but when it comes to 
playtime, her Basenji traits are on full 
blast: her tail curls up, her forehead 
wrinkles, and her yodel comes out. It’s 
very cute! 

Anything else you’d like our readers 
to know? It’s amazing the sense of 
community a dog can bring into your 
life. We’ve met the nicest people on our 
neighborhood walks, and a few have even 
become close friends. We feel very lucky 
to have Wynn and to live in Lafayette! 

How did Wynn become part of your 
family? My husband, Christian, and I 
got married in April 2022 and moved 
to Lafayette that fall. When we got 
married, we promised each other that 
wherever we planted our roots, our 
home would need to have space for a 
rescue dog that we could love. 

While sitting on the couch one 
night, I saw Wynn’s photo on Underdog 
Animal Rescue’s Instagram account. We 
instantly fell in love! I sent a message to 
the rescue, and within the hour, we had 
a plan to meet the next day. We brought 
Wynn home a week later! 

For a year filled with so many 
blessings — our wedding, new jobs, and 
a new city — we felt her name, “Wynn,” 
was perfect as is, no change necessary. 
She was definitely the biggest “win” for 
the start of our family and married life. 

How would you describe her 
personality? Wynn is a 5½-year-old 
Chihuahua-Basenji mix and can always 
be found smiling. She’s such a happy 
dog. We’ve always joked that she’s the 
“mayor of the dog park” because she 
greets every dog and human that comes 
through those gates with such a big, 
welcoming grin. She eagerly awaits 
new dogs to play with, then outruns just 
about all of them. She’s a fast one! Wynn 
truly loves everyone she comes into 
contact with and is eager to roll over for 
hours of belly rubs if you let her. 

What are some of Wynn’s favorite 
things to do? In true Chihuahua fashion, 
Wynn’s favorite activity is sunbathing in 
the backyard or by the upstairs window. 
We love watching her follow along the 
sun’s path throughout the day. She also 
loves having her toys buried in a blanket 
and could play like that for hours! When 
she tires out, we’d like to think her 
favorite thing is cuddling on the couch 
between us, because that’s definitely our 
most cherished part of the day. 

What do you love most about her? We 
love that Wynn is so curious! She really 
enjoys exploring and having off-leash 
adventures! She’s also very smart. She’s 
learned all the tricks and has outwitted 
just about every puzzle toy we’ve 
brought home. 

WYNN-ING 
HEARTS

PETS WITH PERSONALITY

RecycleSmart provides free compost to residents in partnership with 
Republic Services and the City of Walnut Creek.

Compost is available for pickup at Heather Farm Park located at 
301 N. San Carlos Drive in Walnut Creek.

Please call Republic Services for billing and service requests (925) 685-4711
Visit RecycleSmart.org/Cleanup for Reuse & Cleanup Days information and the service date(s) search tool.

FREE COMPOST PROGRAM

Composting organics is now the
law for everyone in California!

Call Republic Services for your free kitchen food scrap pail. 

Learn more 
by visiting 

RecycleSmart.org

Christian and Lindsey Escobar with Wynn, their lovable Chihuahua-Basenji mix, 
taking in the scenery at Yosemite National Park.

Special thanks to RecycleSmart 
for sponsoring our Pets with 
Personality section.

Wynn enjoys sunshine, outdoor adventures, and making new friends.

Wynn can 
always 
be found 
smiling.

INTERVIEW WITH LINDSEY ESCOBAR

Lafayette’s Lindsey Escobar shares 
the story of Wynn, the rescue pup 
who quickly became the heart of 

their home. From dog park adventures 
to sunny afternoon naps, Wynn’s 
joyful personality has brought new 
friendships and a sense of community 
along the way.
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E A C H  M E M O R I A L  D AY,  the Lafayette Hillside Memorial brings the 
community together to honor the men and women who gave 
their lives in service to our country. 
This year’s vigil featured music, poetry, 
guest speakers, and quiet moments 
of reflection beneath the memorial’s 
iconic white crosses.

As America celebrates its 250th 
anniversary, the gathering offered a 
moment to reflect on the freedoms 
we enjoy and the sacrifices made to 
preserve them.

To learn more, visit 
lafayettehillsidememorial.org.

Honoring Service, 
Celebrating Freedom
PHOTOS BY CRAIG ISAACS, BLUEGOO PHOTOGRAPHY

COMMUNITY SPIRIT

Custom landscapes designed to complement your home, with color, texture, and balance, crafted
through a collaborative design–build process: Design. Plan. Build. Experience.

a r t g a r d e n d e s i g n . n e t  •  5 1 0 . 4 2 4 . 2 5 0 3

Where Nature Meets Art

Ben Harris plays “Taps” 
on the flugelhorn.

Janet Thomas speaks at the 
annual Memorial Day Vigil.

Lafayette Hillside Memorial board members and event 
organizers (from left): Howard Weamer, Lynn MacMichael, 
Janet Thomas, Kay James, and Michael Munnelly

DANCE     MUSIC
THEATRE

Ages 2–Adult — Classes for Everyone!

www.theballetschool.org  |  info@theballetschool.org
Enrolling Now! 925-934-2133
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GIVE PEOPLE A REASON  
TO STAY OUTSIDE
A great door gets people outside. What 
keeps them there is what’s waiting on 
the other side. A covered seating and 
dining area, an outdoor kitchen, and 
an activity — fire pit, ping-pong table, 
or hot tub — give everyone a reason to 
linger. The key detail most people miss: 
the closer these elements are to your 
kitchen, the more they actually get used. 
Distance kills the flow. 

Designer Tip: Treat your outdoor space 
like a room. It needs a ceiling (pergola 
or overhang), defined edges (planters or 
walls), and a focal point (TV, fire pit, or 
a view). Without those three things, it 
feels like furniture in a parking lot.

THINK ABOUT IT  
BEFORE SUMMER ENDS
The best time to plan a renovation is 
before you need it. Most projects of this 
scope take four to six months from first 
conversation to completion. Start the 
planning process now, and you could be 
opening your home to the backyard by 
next spring. 

Designer Tip: Go bigger than feels 
comfortable. Most homeowners 
request an 8-foot door and end up 
wishing they’d chosen a 12-foot  
door. Make sure to consult with a 
structural engineer.

CONNECT THE KITCHEN
The kitchen is the heart of the home 
and, ideally, should connect directly 
to your outdoor entertaining space. 
An island facing a new slider, a pass-
through window above the sink, or  
a full kitchen extension toward the  
yard transforms how you cook, 
entertain, and move from the inside  
to the outside.

Designer Tip: Most ranchers were 
built with the kitchen facing the street. 
Moving the kitchen to the back of the 
house — oriented toward the yard — is 
the renovation that changes how you 
live in your home every single day.

Lafayette’s ranch homes have a lot 
going for them — single-story living, 

generous lots, mature trees, and some 
of the best weather in the Bay Area. 
Here’s the thing most homeowners don’t 
realize: ranchers are uniquely suited for 
indoor-outdoor flow. Low rooflines, wide 
footprints, and flat yards make them the 
perfect candidate for opening up. With 
the right renovations, your rancher can 
feel like it was designed for California 
living from the very start.

START WITH THE DOOR
The single biggest change you can make 
is replacing a small door or window 
with a large slider or accordion door. 
A well-placed opening doesn’t just add 
light — it changes the way you move 
from your home to the yard.  A simple 
8-foot slider starts at around $5,000 to 
$10,000 installed. An accordion-style 
door that folds completely away starts at 
around $15,000 to $25,000.

How to Create the Perfect  
Indoor-Outdoor Flow

BY GITA JACOBSON & PRIYAM SAWHNEY

PARTNER PERSPECTIVE

A bi-fold door opens the kitchen to the backyard in this Lafayette home. Photo by Julie Cheshire Photography

Gita Jacobson, owner of In The Deets, and 
Priyam Sawhney, owner of Konstructo, 
partner together on design-build 
remodeling projects throughout Lafayette 
and Lamorinda.

Where Every Bottle Tells a Local Story

Small-Batch Wines | Guided Tastings | Special Events & Celebrations | Seasonal Releases

3393 Mt. Diablo Blvd. • 925-298-5109 • local-vines.com

loc
al-vines.com

Fire Season is
now year-round SCHEDULE A

HOME FIRE
PREPAREDNESS

EVALUATION TODAY
FOR A FULL LIST OF SERVICES, PLEASE VISIT
brp-enterprises.com       (925) 322-1440
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The Lamorinda Spirit Van recently celebrated its 20th 
anniversary, marking two decades of helping seniors 
stay connected and maintain their independence. Since 

its first ride on June 19, 2006, the Spirit Van has provided 
transportation for residents of Lafayette, Moraga, and Orinda, 
offering rides to medical appointments, grocery stores, exercise 
classes, social activities, and a wide range of other destinations.

The anniversary celebration brought together community 
leaders, volunteers, riders, and donors to honor the program’s 
impact. Representatives from Lafayette, Moraga, Orinda, and 
the offices of Senator Tim Grayson and Assemblymember 
Rebecca Bauer-Kahan presented proclamations recognizing the 
organization’s years of service.

A highlight of the event was recognizing the legacy of Mary 
Bruns, the longtime program coordinator often referred to as 
the “Spirit” of the Spirit Van, who helped turn the community’s 
vision for senior transportation into reality. Her daughters 
joined the celebration as attendees reflected on the lives Mary 
touched through her dedication to the program.

“What began as a transportation service has become an 
important lifeline for many Lamorinda residents,” said Program 
Coordinator Riki Juster. “This milestone 
reflects the caring spirit of the community 
and the many people who have helped 
keep our riders connected, active, and 
independent over the past 20 years.”

For rides, contact (925) 283-3534 or  
dispatch@lovelafayette.org. 925-440-6521  |  www.mindfulconstructioninc.com

DESIGN

BUILD

ILLUMINATE

CSLB License - #1105906

2D & 3D Designs  |  Pavers & Pathways
Concrete  |  Turf & Sod  |  Pergolas

Outdoor Kitchens  |  Decks, Fences & Gates
Lighting  |  Softscape

LAMORINDA SPIRIT VAN 
CELEBRATES 20 YEARS

CELEBRATING COMMUNITY

Riders, volunteers, donors, and community supporters celebrate the Lamorinda Spirit Van’s 20th anniversary, with 
Program Coordinator Riki Juster (center), at the Jennifer Russell Building on May 27, 2026.

Nikki Solomon and Kim Bruns stand beside 
the Spirit Van, which now features an “In 
Memory of Mary Bruns” tribute honoring 
their mother, the program’s coordinator 
from 2006 to 2022.

PHOTOS BY CRAIG ISAACS, 
BLUEGOO PHOTOGRAPHY

SCHEDULE
YOUR FREE

CONSULTATION
TODAY.

WHOLE HOUSE REMODEL ·  ADDIT IONS & ADUS · EXTERIOR BUILDS

510-750-2655
License #786748
3955 Industrial Way, Suite D,
Concord, CA

TAKING ON CHALLENGING PROJECTS
WITH 25+ YEARS OF EXPERTISE

CBCBUILDERS
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W H AT  A  B E A U T I F U L  N I G H T  at the inaugural Siesta Valley Bowl 
Spring Bash on May 30th! The Wayhighs got things started 
on the right note, FreeMoment kept the vibes flowing, and 

Burning Down The House — the Bay’s premier Talking Heads 
Tribute band — had everyone on their feet. Great music, 

great food and drinks, and a warm spring night shared with 
old friends and new ones — the perfect way to celebrate this 

wonderful new concert venue.

Check out the lineup for a full season of live shows coming to Siesta Valley Bowl.  
Tickets on sale now at siestavalleybowl.com!

SIESTA VALLEY BOWL’S 
SPRING BASH!

PHOTOS BY CRAIG ISAACS, BLUEGOO PHOTOGRAPHY

FIRE SAFETY COMPLIANCE PRUNING  |  AESTHETIC & VIEW PRUNING  |  ARBORISTS REPORTS
TREE REMOVAL & PLANTING  |  STUMP GRINDING  |  CABLING & BRACING

CERTIFIED
ARBORISTS

ON STAFF

FULLY INSURED,
LICENSED, AND

BONDED
#WE-10094A

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE!
510.845.3644

ponderosatreeservice.com

SERVING THE BAY AREA FOR OVER 50 YEARS

Caring for your trees is our mission

NEW COUNTERTOPS.
NEW LOOK. 
NO MIDDLEMAN.
Whether you're refreshing a kitchen, 
modernizing a 
bathroom, or 
starting fresh—our 
expert team 
delivers 
high-quality surfaces
without the high-pressure
sales.

Call now to schedule your
free in-home estimate and
bring your dream
countertop to life!

(510) 397-6670 | solotsinc.com

We work
hand-in-hand

with homeowners
to bring your

custom countertop
visions to life. 

Quartz
Granite

Porcelain
Marble

and more



Greet Lafayette       3130       July 2026

Is it Time for
Your Trees'
Annual Checkup?  
Your trees need a checkup 
every year just like you do! 
Rapid shoot growth from 
last year’s abundant rains 
could leave your trees 
overburdened and more 
likely to lose limbs.

 CALL TODAY for a FREE Health, Safety & Hazard 
Assessment by one of our Certified Arborists.

 CALL TODAY for a FREE Health, Safety & Hazard 
Assessment by one of our Certified Arborists.

CA LIC #1082260 | FULLY LICENSED, BONDED AND INSURED

Serving the East Bay Since 1980

925.930.7901
WWW.TRAVERSOTREE .COM

"When it has to be Done Right!"

PROFESSIONAL, QUALITY, & EXPERIENCED TREE CAREPROFESSIONAL, QUALITY, & EXPERIENCED TREE CARE

Call us
for a free
in-home 
consultation 

Professional service 
from intake through 
continuing care. 

Compassionate and intuitive 
in-home caregivers who 
prioritize your safety, 
dignity, and comfort.

Call or Text: 925.430.6711 · VisitingAngels.com/WalnutCreek

Specialty Care
Personal Care and Companion Care

"Visiting Angels cared for my father with incredible 
respect and tenderness, treating him like family and 

honoring his dignity every step of the way…” 
~ Kristen Barleen, Lafayette



9151 Currency St.
Irving, TX 75063

Take Back Your Power
SERVICES
• Solar Panels
• Battery Backup
• Whole-Home Generators
• EV Chargers
• Panel Upgrades 
• House Rewires
• Repair and Maintenance

Lafayette’s Local Energy Experts
We’re a local certified electrical team - not a 
national brand that disappears after install. 

Why East Bay Homeowners Choose Us
• Certified installer: Tesla Powerwall · Enphase · Generac

• C-10 Licensed · Bonded · Insured

• No subcontractors - every job handled by our own team

• 10-year warranty on labor & components

• 838+ installations in the East Bay since 2012

• Yelp & Nextdoor 5-star rated by your neighbors

• Blanket service coverage - we fix and expand existing systems

L A F AY E T T E  ·  L A M O R I N D A  ·  E A S T  B AY

Stop Being PG&E’s Hostage.

FREE QUOTE IN 24 HOURS OR LESS
925-364-6081
eastbaypowersystems.com
3458 Mt Diablo Blvd, Lafayette

LOCAL · CERTIFIED · RELIABLE
Enphase Certified · Generac Certified

C-10 License #1098150

A Publication for the Residents  
of Lafayette


