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i DANA
GREEN
TEAM

LUXURY ESTATE IN COVEITED HAPPYVALLEY

4090 HAPPY VALLEY ROAD, LAFAYETTE
6390+ Sq. Ft. Main + Guest House | 1850+ Sq. Ft. | 5-Car Garage | 2.64+ Acre Parcel
Offered at $8,495,000 | 4090HappyValleyRoad.com

#1 REAL ESTATE TEAM IN LAFAYETTE
FOR 18 STRAIGHT YEARS (2008-2025)

DanaGreenTeam.com | 925.339.1918
Team@DanaGreenTeam.com | DRE 01482454

C@M PASS

Compas: eal estate broker licensed by the State of California operating undet rmuL tiple entities. License Number: 01991628 1527235 1527365, 1356742, 1443761, 1997075 1935359, 1961027, 1842987, 1869607 1866771 1527205 1079009 1272467. All material s inte d d
for infor nal purposes only and is compiled from sourc < de emed l ble bu mecx errors, omissions, changes in price, conditiol sale or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as(o the acy o ofa yd ription or measurements (includin g squ.
lootage) Tms is not intended to solicit property already lists ed No financial or e ega \ adv e provided. Equal Hol gOpp y Photos mayb ually staged or digit: Hy nhanced and may not reflect lp p rty condit

Get started with
a free, no-obligation
home walk-thru

£2» Honey Homes

Managing your to-do
list just got a lot easier

Join Honey Homes and get peace of mind with a trusted
handyman for your home care and maintenance needs!

SCAN TO
SCHEDULE

$150 OFF

USE CODE GREET150

Meet your handyman and review
your to-dos in a free walk-thru.

honeyhomes.com
Call us at (510) 930-0732

LAWYERS IN LAFAYET TE

DAN HOROWITZ AND HIS TEAM OF ATTORNEYS:

LawyersInLafayette.com

Daniel Horowitz (925) 283-1863
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PREFERRED PARTNERS

This section is here to give our readers easier access when searching for a trusted
partner to use. Get to know the businesses that make this magazine possible. Please
support them in return and thank them if you get the chance!

BIKE SHOP & REPAIR
Sharp Bicycle
(925) 284-9616
sharpbicycle.com

CABINET/
KITCHEN REMODELING
Premier Kitchens
(925) 963-9665
premierkitchens.net

COLLEGE
ADVISING/TUTORING
OPEN EDvantage
(925) 963-0883
open-edvantage.com

CUSTOM BUILDER
Christensen Brothers
Construction
(510) 750-2655
chcbuilders.com

CUSTOM
COUNTERTOPS & TILE
Solo Tile & Stone
(510) 760-4558
solotsinc.com

CUSTOM REMODELING
KC Custom Builders
(510) 706-9063
kccustombuilder.com

DESIGN/BUILD
In the Deets & Konstructo
(925) 786-3490
inthedeets.com

FLOORING
Blodgett’s Abbey
Carpet & Flooring
(925) 250-7060

blodgetts.com

Carpet One Floor & Home
(925) 837-3716
carpetoneofsanramon.com

HANDYMAN SERVICES
Honey Homes
(510) 930-0732
honeyhomes.com

HOME DISASTER
PREVENTION
BRP Hardening Experts
(925) 818-1163
brp-enterprises.com

INSURANCE
Jake Stewart - State Farm
(415) 601-3754
myagentjake.com

JUNK REMOVAL
& RECYCLING

The Junkluggers of Walnut

Creek & Lamorinda
(925) 293-9351
junkluggers.com/

walnut-creek-lamorinda

LANDSCAPE
DESIGN + BUILD
ART GARDEN DESIGN
(415) 533-4578
artgardendesign.net

LAWYERS - FULL
SERVICE FIRM
Daniel Horowitz -
Lawyers in Lafayette
(510) 326-6957
lawyersinlafayette.com

MASSAGE THERAPY
Neutral Massage
& Wellness
(707) 334-8111
neutralmassage
andwellness.com

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATIONS
Community Foundation
of Lafayette
cflafayette.org

Lafayette-Orinda
Preshyterian Church
(925) 283-8722
lopc.org

Lafayette Partners
In Education
(925) 299-1644
Ipie.org

Lamorinda Village
(925) 283-3500
lamorindavillage.org

OUT & ABOUT
Western Flyer Brewing
(510) 333-5802
wfbrewing.com

OUTDOOR DESIGN & BUILD
Mindful Construction Inc.
(925) 440-6521
mindfulconstructioninc.com

PERFORMING ARTS
The Ballet School
Performing Arts
(925) 934-2133

theballetschool.org

PHOTOGRAPHY
BlueGoo Photography
(925) 360-8055
bluegoo.com

REAL ESTATE
Ashley Battershy
(925) 323-9955

ashleybattersby.com

Brian Rochford,
Rochford Real Estate
(925) 285-0439
luxuryhomesoflamorinda.com

Dana Green Team
(925) 339-1918
danagreenteam.com

Dudum Real Estate
Group, Julie Del Santo
(925) 818-5500
dudum.com

Stella Tsakonas &
Stephanie Mull
(925) 878-1896

stellaandstephanie.com

Vanguard Properties
Michelle Holcenberg
Meredith Peterson
Nicole Tamayo
(925) 465-0610
Vanguardproperties.com

RECYCLING POLICY
RecycleSmart
(925) 906-1801
recyclesmart.org

SCHOOL - PRIVATE
Bentley School
(925) 283-2101

bentleyschool.org

SENIOR CARE
Aegis Living Moraga
(925) 483-7347
aegismoraga.com

Visiting Angels
(704) 277-3273
visitingangels.com/
walnutcreek

SKIN, LASHES & BROWS
Alana Flame Beauty
(925) 205-0727
alanaflamebeauty.com

TREE CARE/ARBORIST
Ponderosa Tree Service
(510) 845-3644
ponderosatreeservice.com

Traverso Tree Service
(925) 930-7901
traversotree.com

TAKING ON CHALLENGING PROJECTS

/) WITH 25+ YEARS OF EXPERTISE

CHRISTENSEN BROTHERS | \WHOLE HOUSE REMODEL - ADDITIONS & ADUS - EXTERIOR BUILDS
CONSTRUCTION, INC. _

510-750-2655
license #/86/48 YOUR FREE
3955 Industrial Way, Suite D, CONSULTATION
Concord, CA TODAY.

CBCBUILDERS

SCHEDULE

FREECOMMUNITY
EVENT
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greetmag.com

JUNE 8 -12,2026
lopcorg/vbcamp

DISCLAIMER: This publication is also known as Lafayette Social, is
owned by The N2 Company, and is not affiliated with or sponsored
Q I_ “ by any club, developer, or homeowners assaciation. Articles and

lopc.org/bash

Your Stories. Your Photos. Your Community.

advertisements in this publication and opinions expressed therein do
[ © 2026 The N2 Company, Inc.

not necessarily reflect the views of N2 but remain solely those of the
author(s) or advertiser(s). The paid advertisements contained within
this magazine are not endorsed or recommended by N2.

Lafavette
80C

We’re proud to showcase businesses that share our commitment to fostering local connections. When perusing our pages, keep an eye out for the “Local Sponsor”
icon to identify articles highlighting these valuable partners. Please note that businesses profiled may have provided free products and / or services for the review.
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PUBLISHER’S NOTE

Hello Lafayette!

Taste of Lafayette Restaurant Stroll returns May 19. Photo by Jodi Foucher

May is here, and with it comes all
the excitement of the school year
winding down and summer just
around the corner!

This month, we spotlight
Carpet One Floor & Home in
San Ramon and their gorgeous
showroom. Logan Jager, owner
of Western Flyer Brewing,
shares his passion for brewing
and the community. Amanda
Alessandria takes us along on
her inspiring rowing journey,
and so much more.

Please use your Preferred
Partner Index when seeking

products and services, and
be sure to thank these local
business owners who make
your magazine possible.
Wishing you all a
wonderful month and a
Happy Mother’s Day.

Your Greet Lafayette Team
Lamorinda@n2co.com
GreetLafayette.com

YOUR GREET LAFAYETTE CONTRIBUTORS AND TEAM

Thank you to everyone who made this special issue possible!

Western Flyer Brewing John Kennett
Meet Your Neighbor Lafayette History

Monologues

Menopause Blue
Pets With Personality

Learning & Education

i

GXf)

FOLLOW US ON IG
@GreetLAFAYETTE

@GreetLAFAYETTE
MAGAZINE
for FB

LOVE LAFAYETTE!

Greetings
from Mayor
Anduri

ur feeling of community is a reason people are drawn

to Lafayette. It is a wonderful thing and not to be taken

for granted. Each of us can take steps to strengthen
this sense of community, such as looking out for one another,
assuming others’ good intentions during civic debates, and
participating in events that bring us together.

Another important step we can take to strengthen our
community is to support our local businesses. If we all make
an extra effort to shop and dine locally, we all benefit — our
downtown will become even more vibrant and welcoming, and
we will have great experiences. Here are some thoughts for
making that extra effort a little easier.

Supporting our local restaurants is a win-win. You can
broaden your knowledge of Lafayette’s restaurants by
purchasing tickets for the Lafayette Chamber of Commerce’s
Taste of Lafayette Restaurant Stroll on May 19. The Taste is
not only an opportunity to sample more than 20 of Lafayette’s
restaurants, but is also a reminder of the many restaurant
choices we have in Lafayette.

Now that the days are sunny and longer, get reacquainted
with local businesses by walking around our downtown. You
notice much more when you walk than when you drive. As you
walk, stop in at a store you may not have visited before.

Lafayette is a perfect place to gather, whether it’s a date
night, a birthday or graduation celebration, lunch with friends, a
business retreat, or a conference. One simple way to support our
local business community is to host your next gathering, whether
large or small, personal or professional, right here in Lafayette.

You Are
Invited!

Join fellow business owners and professionals for
networking opportunities. Lafayette and Moraga
residents, along with Greet business partners, are invited
to the following networking events.

Come

T
LMIl_UFlIHD.ﬁ

WEDNESDAY, MAY 6
Greet Happy Hour (5-7 pm)
Canyon Club Brewery, 1558 Canyon Rd., Moraga

WEDNESDAY, MAY 27

Greet Networking Lunch (11:30 am - 1 pm)
Sliver Pizzeria,

975 Moraga Rd., Lafayette

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 3

Greet Happy Hour (5-7 pm)
Western Flyer Brewing, 3660 Mt.
Diablo Blvd., Lafayette

Scan here to RSVP Scan here
to RSVP

BY INVITATION

Greet Restaurant Tastings

Residents and participating business partners come
together to make friends and enjoy delicious food!
Residents can email Lamorinda@n2co.com to be added to
the invite list.

Greet Gatherings

Select Greet business partners are invited to participate
in conversations about different opportunities and
developments throughout Lamorinda. Email Christine.

Amanda Alessandria Laura-Kate Rurka
Student Life Lamorinda Village

Jamie Polson & Carpet One Floor &
Susan Wentworth Home San Ramon
LOPC Business Spotlight

Raymond@n2co.com to learn about becoming a
business partner.

Please let me know if you have suggestions for future topics
for the Mayor’s column at canduri@lovelafayette.org.

Get Reudy for High School! Where Every Bottle Tells a Local Story

A Transformative Two Day Summer

Workshop for Rising 9™ Graders
Christine Raymond Susan Corkery Tracie Watanabe Jim Scala
Owner & Publisher Managing Editor Publishing Assistant Senior Living Writer
Christine.Raymond@n2co.com & Social Media

Mary McCosker
Lafayette History

Organization » Study Skills » Confidence

7 OPEN

==z EDvantage
Academic Tutoring | College Advising

3393 Mt. Diablo Blvd. ¢ 925-298-5109 ¢ local-vines.com

Janet Fazio Craig Isaacs Nancy Scala Carl Anduri Dan Allsup
Website Master BlueGoo Photography Ambassador of Kindness Mayor of Lafayette Ad Manager

Small-Batch Wines | Guided Tastings | Special Events & Celebrations | Seasonal Releases
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MEET YOUR

A Place to Gather |

Western
Flyer
Brewing

PHOTOS BY CRAIG ISAACS, BLUEGOO PHOTOGRAPHY

There’s nothing quite like Western Flyer Brewing in this neck
of the woods.

Owner Logan Jager set out to create a place that feels like
an escape — casual, a little nostalgic, with a SoCal vibe — and
where people come together.

The space draws on Logan’s interest in architecture and
industrial design, what he describes as a “greatest hits list”
of influences. From the start, he also wanted to break down
the separation between the taproom and production area, so
people can get up close with the brewing process, which opens
directly into the dining room.

That same attention to detail shows up in the beer.
“Everything matters,” Logan says. “You have to be committed

WHO YOU WORK
WITH MATTERS.
_PUT OUR PROVEN
CCESS TO WORK

: oU!

ROFESSIONAL
INNING REALTORS

STELLA TSAKONAS - DRE #01363574
925.878.6603

STEPHANIE MULL - DRE #01955633

925.878.1896 COMPASS

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number
01527235, All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed relible
but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to
accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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Logan and
Katie Jager

to the minutiae. Every action we take is just a kernel of grain in
the silo, but if we focus on the smallest details, it makes a world
of difference in the final product.”

Western Flyer features lagers designed for side-pull
faucets, relatively rare in the U.S. and imported from the Czech
Republic. They’re meant to maximize the rich, dense foam
Pilsners are known for. “Foam is Flavor” is one of their guiding
mottos, and a full head of foam isn’t a mistake. It’s the mark of
a well-crafted beer. “If you want to make our day,” Logan says,
“come into the Flyer and ask what we have on side pull.”

The kitchen delivers, too. Chef Paulie’s chicken tinga and
birria tacos are old family recipes, alongside traditional al pastor
cooked on a vertical spit, and fresh tortillas made in-house daily.

For Logan, though, it’s about more than the beer. He wants
Western Flyer to be a go-to meeting spot — before and after
sports, events, special occasions, or just because. As he puts it,
“It’s more like going to the park than going to a restaurant.”

Logan’s connection to Lafayette goes back to his days as an
‘80s BMX kid in the Springhill neighborhood. His family moved
to Charleston when he was nine, but he returned for college
at Cal and eventually made his way to Burton Valley, where he
and his wife, Katie, are raising their two sons. Both volunteer
locally, with Katie having served on the boards of Diablo Valley
Montessori School and LPIE, and Logan as a Cub Scout leader
and Lafayette Little League coach.

They believe breweries are uniquely equipped to bring
people together for causes that matter. Western Flyer is
excited to launch a structured giving program, partnering
with local nonprofits throughout the year and hosting events
to rally community support.

One thing Logan loves about the brewing industry is
its collaborative spirit. Kevin Hamilton at Canyon Club
Brewery and Ryan Frank at Headlands Brewing have
been two of Western Flyer’s biggest supporters, stepping
up to help in countless ways.

He’s also quick to credit those who helped bring
Western Flyer to life, including his wife Katie, his brewing
team led by Zac Haufler, Catie Liuzzi and the team at Erin
Morris Architects, his team of builders, led by general
contractor Ron Taylor of Terra Nova Industries, and
lastly, his old Springhill friends Graham Deutscher and
Peter Drevno, who reintegrated him into Lafayette.

Together, they’ve created a place that already feels
like part of the community.

The taproom blends seamlessly
into the production space, giving
patrons a firsthand look at how
their beverages are made.

The Jagers: Logan, Katie, Brooks (12), Carson (10)

THE STORY BEHIND THE NAME

Western Flyer was the fishing vessel John Steinbeck and his friend you to Realtors
Ed Ricketts chartered in 1940 for a voyage to the Sea of Cortez — part

90b science, part adventure. Decades later, the long-forgotten boat was

A special thank

Stella Tsakonas and
Stephanie Mull for
sponsoring the Meet
Your Neighbor section.

restored, a project Logan followed during the pandemic.
He named the brewery in honor of that spirit.

DESIGN @

et - MINDFUL

CONSTRUCTION, INC.
ILLUMINATE

Clutter causes STRESS. jiiNki yggers

both. S

emoyal The 'EIEE'TII'MH'

The Junkluggers of Walnut Creek & Lamorinda
Now Open and Serving Your Community

E-Waste + Furniture - Appliances
Donation Pickup - Cleanouts

2D & 3D Designs | Pavers & Pathways
Concrete | Turf & Sod | Pergolas
Outdoor Kitchens | Decks, Fences & Gates
Lighting | Softscape

CSLB License - #1105906

925-440-6521 | www.mindfulconstructioninc.com
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LEARNING & EDUCATION

HeatingUp
the Stage

Hot flashes, brain fog,
night sweats — and now,
a standing ovation.

PHOTO BY JULEEN LAPPORTE

Helping
Sellers
& Buyers

[
i
Ashley Battersby
Broker/Partner v #1 N

rd
22 Years Experience {f‘ gy \"

(925) 323-9955 \‘l‘{‘\”““"i‘ﬁ;
ashley@ashleybattersby.com
@ashleybattersbyhome

DRE#01407784
It's Village. Of Course.

AEAL ESTATE
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Lisa Anne Morrison,
Lulu Braunstein, and
Carrie Vanhouten

stage with honesty, humor, and heart. “The Menopause
Monologues,” built from real women’s stories, began in
Lafayette, expanded to Los Angeles, and is now in New York City.

Lulu Braunstein and Lisa Anne Morrison of Lafayette, and
Carrie Vanhouten of Moraga, are the creative team behind the
show. They met in a storytelling and acting class at Town Hall
Theatre and have been collaborating ever since, including
performing together in the improv group “Sorry, Wrong
Thread,” directed by Lisa.

Between them, they have decades of experience in producing,
directing, acting, visual art, and comedy. “We always bring a spirit
of collaboration, an appreciation for each other’s strengths, and a
hefty dose of humor when we work together,” they say.

Humor is intentional. While menopause can feel isolating
or even taboo, laughter opens the door.

“The three of us are Gen X, and menopause wasn’t
something our mothers talked about,” they say. They’ve found
that many women, regardless of generation, carry a sense
of shame around what’s happening and have learned not
to talk about it. “Women are great at sharing, and given the
opportunity to learn from each other, most will jump at the
chance to be in the same space, laughing and commiserating.”

That openness comes to life through monologues, poetry,
dance, puppetry, live painting and projections, all drawn from
real experiences. Some cast members are seasoned performers,
while others are stepping on stage for the first time.

“We are consistently blown away by our cast’s willingness to
share such personal and vulnerable stories,” they say, adding that

T hree Lamorinda women are bringing menopause to center

they’ve also been surprised by
how many men have begun to
attend. “Some have been moved to
tears; others are the first to stand
up and applaud.”

As the show travels, so does its
sense of community — core to their
mission of building connection
around women’s menopause
experiences. In each city, the team
hosts creative workshops where
women gather to tell their stories
and help shape the material.

After each performance, a
menopause specialist joins the
cast for a Q&A, giving audiences
a chance to ask questions and
continue the conversation.

Now, following success in
Lafayette and Los Angeles, “The
Menopause Monologues” is in New
York for a limited run at HERE Arts
Center — fittingly, the same venue
where the 1996 play “The Vagina
Monologues” was first developed.

Still, no matter where the show
goes, its roots remain local. “The
Lamorinda community has been
our lifeblood,” they say. “We will
forever be grateful to the hundreds
of local women who gave us the
confidence to take this show on the
road, and who continue to show up
with so much love and support.”

Learn more at
themenopausemonologues.org.

Cast at a pop-up show at Town Hall, January 2026. From left: Kathleen Olson, Laura Bergman, Leslie Shafton,
Beverly Jane Peatross, Heather Stoneman, Carrie Vanhouten, Lois Kann, Lulu Braunstein, Lynna McPhatter-Harris,
Yukie Fujimoto. Photo by Craig Isaacs, BlueGoo Photography

Special
thanks to
Realtor Ashley
Battersby for
sponsoring
our Learning
& Education
section.

NEW COUNTERTOPS. o bon i

NO MIDDLEMAN.

Whether you're refreshing a kitchen,

modernizing a

bathroom, or
starting fresh—our S O

with homeowners
to bring your
custom countertop
visions to life.
Quartz
Granite
Porcelain
Marble

expert team TILE & STONE . . y B and more

delivers

high-quality surfaces
without the high-pressure
sales.

(510) 397-6670 | solotsinc.com
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BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT
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REAL ESTATE RESOURCE
INFORMATION PROVIDED BY

DUDUM

REAL ESTATE GROUP

SOLD
ADDRESS

LIST PRICE SOLD PRICE DOM BEDS BATHS SQ.FT. LOT SIZE

DRE BT

414E Canyon Road $5.400,000 $5,400.000 19 5 B.5 8770 323

: ] : . 3957 Rancho Road $4,850.000 $4.900.000 13 & 4+ 5450 081

f‘l always.work Wl.th Carpet One San Ramon. Their selectlc?n and service 8 Valley Vista Lane $3 925,000 $4.650.000 90 4 55 416 199
ltiemxiel_p;zcztlt; :Iegg:brs::’tn—ﬂ?;i:zse e 4040 Los Arabis Drive £4.495,000 $4,250,000 28 5 4.5 5014 296
3545 O'Conner Drive $3.495000 $3.757.000 10 5 55 3355 024

1 Green Acres Court $3.250.000 $3.600.000 1 5 5 T438 .30

The selection is as impressive as the space: carpets and 872 Solana Drive $2,995,000 53,485,000 & 5 45 2964 .44

area rugs in both machine-made and custom fabrications, 3328 Las Huertas Road $2.995000 $3.575.000 4 2 2498 050

wide-plank hardwood in the latest colors and finishes, water- 4018 Tilden Lane $3. 200,000 £33, 250000 a t 50 2187 0.49

resistant laminate, and luxury vinyl in plank and tile looks. 246] Stage Coach Drive $2,.8900000 £2,900.000 o 5 5.5 3na 046

New products and materials arrive weekly, meaning the 1362 Sunset Loop 2749000 $2 220000 7 5 55 5303 0.34

showroom is always evolving. Shoppers who visit one week 7Z5 Arrovo Court $2.850.000 $2.815.000 17 3 3 2435 0.82

may find entirely new displays the next. 13244 Martino Road $2,795,000 $2,795,000 18 5 5.5 3565 095

What sets Carpet One of San Ramon apart is its approach to 4500 Canyon Road &3 50,000 20 4 T4 4180 =5 a7

the customer experience. Sales staff work without commission, 1076 N Thomoson Raad $2.550,000 $2. 420,000 10 4 ig 3222 Bk

so every customer, whether tackling a single room or an entire 3364 Maraga Boulevard 31,798,000 $2,300.000 5 3 3 1970 012

B o home, receives the same attentive, press.ure-free serche. Once 1600 Shanari La Court $2 495,000 $2 300,000 Bl B % 3498 100
Leah Rodriguez. aclient has a sense of what they're Jooking for, a dedcated 393 Colorados Court $2.195,000 $2,275,000 4 3 2 2023 026
N project manager takes the reins from measurement through 627 Burton Avenue $1.998,000 $2,270,000 0 4 2 2071 0.27
R o1y 1nstall'at10n, ha.mdlmg all ordering anfi s.ch.edullng personally. 3912 Quail Ridge Road $2 360.000 $3 220,000 36 5 3 4093 0.53
Tl.lat.smgle-pomt-of—contact model minimizes errors .and 1768 Park L ane $1789.000 $1845.000 a 4 3 N80 0.23

eliminates the runaround that plagues larger operations. 3264 Withers Avenue $1.800.000 $1,818,000 8 5 3 2548 0.29

CARPET ONE
FLOOR & HOME

Big-Store Selection with Small-Town Service

neighborhood business — even if the neighborhood is just
a short hop down the freeway — Carpet One Floor & Home
San Ramon has been worth the drive for decades.

Owned by lifelong San Ramon Valley residents Leah
Rodriguez and Greg Gibbert, the store has been a fixture in
Contra Costa County since 1972, when it first opened in historic
downtown Danville. Today, it operates out of a sprawling
15,000-square-foot facility, with a 12,000-square-foot showroom
packed with flooring options ranging from budget-friendly to
truly luxurious.

F or Lafayette residents who love supporting a true

12 May 2026

The installation team is backed by a written lifetime
installation warranty, a reflection of the confidence Greg and
Leah have built into every aspect of the business. As members
of the Carpet One Floor & Home cooperative since 1993, they
also offer customers access to industry-leading warranties that
simply aren’t available elsewhere.

The store has a well-established presence in the Lamorinda
area, with trucks and crews working in Lafayette on a weekly
basis. Long-standing relationships with local builders, contractors,
and homeowners, many spanning decades, speak to the kind of
trust that’s hard to manufacture and impossible to fake.

Carpet One Floor & Home San Ramon is located at 1985
San Ramon Valley Blvd. For most coming from Lafayette, it’s a
quick, easy trip, and, by all accounts, well worth it.

Carpet One Floor & Home San Ramon | (925) 837-3716

7z CARPET ONE i35

The ONE store for your perfect floor.®

Dudum Advantage Concierge elevates your home before going to
rnarket so you can maximize price and desirability. Free your mind
of any upfront costs for home improvements, landscaping, pet care
& more with one simple application. Discover a smarter way to sell,

Discover the Dudum Advantage.

Our dedicated agents have the skills and

experience sellersand buyers need to achieve
success in today's market. Call us today.

Julie Del Santo

Broker
925.818.5500

julie@dudum.com

DRE# 01230985




STUDENT LIFE: WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

Making Waves

INTERVIEW WITH AMANDA ALESSANDRIA

ampolindo grad Amanda Alessandria found her stride
C rowing at UCLA and now, back home in Lafayette, works

with high school students on college planning.
Tell us about yourself. I graduated from Campolindo High
School in 2018. I played varsity basketball and briefly on the
JV lacrosse team. I was also involved in community service
through the Juniors for Seniors club and served as president
of the Project Open Hands club. You may have also seen me
holding down the front desk at Oakwood.

How did you start rowing? After multiple basketball injuries,
I decided it was time to try a lower-impact sport during my
sophomore year. My first practice with Oakland Strokes
sparked an immediate love for rowing.

What was it like competing at UCLA? It was nothing short

of incredible. I earned a spot in the second boat my first year
and helped the team to a fourth-place finish at the Pac-12
Championships (beating USC!). Most importantly, I met some of
my closest friends.

Curated
solutions for
your unique

real estate
needs

WV
Rochford ¥4
REAL ESTATE |4l
AN
e | I
= I
SEgEeEm——————e - W

BRIAN ROCHFORD
925.285.0439
brian@rochfordrealestate.com
@rochford_realestate
DRE#01470068
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Campolindo grad Amanda Alessandria now guides students
through the college process. Photo by Will Lioyd

What lessons from rowing have stayed with you? Rowing
taught me many life lessons, including the value of taking
care of myself. At the collegiate level, it can feel like there is
always more to do, with optional practices and supplemental
workouts. But stretching yourself too thin can lead to burnout
and injury. Rest days are just as important as workdays.

What led you to tutoring and college advising? As a peer
tutor in my mom Michelle’s learning skills classes during high
school, I saw the impact she had on students. This inspired me to
follow in her footsteps, and today, I work alongside her at OPEN
EDvantage, helping students build confidence and find success.

Advice for students starting the college process? Focus on
what you enjoy rather than what you think colleges want to
see. High school goes by quickly, and when you invest in things
you are genuinely passionate about, applications tend to take
care of themselves.

Anything else to share? I am so thankful I got to grow up in
the Lamorinda community. I was surrounded by incredible
role models, and many of my closest friends today are my old
Stanley and Campo classmates. The experiences I had here still
shape who I am today.

Special thanks to Realtor Brian Rochford of Rochford Real Estate
for sponsoring our Student Life section.
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PASTOR JAIME POLSON AND SUSAN WENTWORTH,
DIRECTOR OF SPECIAL NEEDS MINISTRY, LOPC

ome of the most meaningful things begin with a simple

conversation. In 2013, a family approached Lafayette-

Orinda Presbyterian Church hoping to find a welcoming
place for their child. LOPC didn’t yet have a program to offer,
but the seed of something beautiful had been planted for A
Place for Every Child.

That year, the Special Needs Ministry came to life, lovingly
shaped by dedicated volunteers and professionals with a
genuine heart for children and youth with developmental
disabilities. What grew from that one conversation has
since blossomed into a warm and inclusive community that
continues to welcome families with open arms.

Friday Fun Night

Once a month, families with children and youth in
kindergarten through 12th grade are invited to Friday Fun
Night, an evening of arts, crafts, games, and friendship. Each
child is paired with a caring, trained buddy, giving every guest
the freedom to explore and participate in whatever brings
them joy. While the children are happily engaged, parents and
caregivers are encouraged to take a breath, whether that’s a
quiet dinner or a peaceful evening at home.

Friendship Circle
In partnership with the Special Education Enrichment
Development Foundation (SEED), LOPC hosts a monthly
Friendship Circle, where neurodiverse and neurotypical
teenagers from across the Lamorinda community gather
simply to connect. Teenagers from local schools volunteer
their time, and the friendships that form here naturally spill
over into everyday life.

At its heart, this
ministry is a place :

where families are Sk ad Piok
embraced just as they 1 R
are — surrounded by a Ll Fy

supportive community.

To learn more, visit |_O PC

lopc.org/specialneeds.
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Where Challenge
Meets Balance.

kK-8 CAMPUS, OAKLAND

9-12 CAMPUS, LAFAYETTE

1HE

BALLE]

e

SCHOOL

PERFORMING ARTS

DANCE + MUSIC
THEATRE

o i
Enrolling Now! 925-934-2133

www.theballetschool.org | info@theballetschool.org
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LAMORINDA VILLAGE

A RECIPE
FOR
HEALTHY
AGING: THE
LAMORINDA
VILLAGE
APPROACH

BY LAURA-KATE RURKA,
LAMORINDA VILLAGE

WHILE SUPPORTING SENIORS through volunteer-provided
services remains the core of Lamorinda Village’s mission, the
organization expanded its focus in 2022. At the suggestion

of board member Gordon Chong, a committee was formed

to explore the growing field of healthy aging. Led by Village
member and retired Public Health Professor Emeritus John
Swartzberg, the group includes retired nurses, physicians,
therapists, and social workers.

The committee researched ways to increase healthspan —
not simply living longer but living free of disease and disability
— and quickly concluded that improving healthspan required
a holistic approach. They identified three key areas of focus:
physical, cognitive, and emotional well-being. Though genetics
plays a role in disease risk and mental health challenges,
research has shown that individuals can meaningfully affect
their health outcomes through behavior. Guided by these
findings, Lamorinda Village continues to develop programs
that promote well-being across all dimensions of healthy aging.

Staying Strong

Because falls are a leading risk for older adults, Lamorinda
Village offers strength and balance classes three days a week
in Lafayette and Orinda. Chair yoga, breath and stillness, and
fitness activities at the Lafayette Community Center benefit
participants physically and support their emotional well-being.
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Building Cognitive Resilience

Programs such as brain enrichment, writers’ group, bridge,
mahjong, and book club help members stay mentally engaged.
Weekly lectures cover topics ranging from art restoration and
nutrition to Alzheimer’s research and emergency preparedness.

Forging Connections
Every Village activity provides opportunities for social
engagement. Events such as community luncheons, Don’s
Golden Happy Hour, and Senior SWELL at the Lafayette Library
are especially designed to foster connection. Smaller groups,
such as Living Solo, offer more intimate settings where members
build meaningful relationships based on shared experiences.
Research on healthspan continues to evolve, but the principles
guiding Lamorinda Village programs remain constant: a life well
lived requires nourishing the brain, body, and spirit.

To get connected, call (925) 283-3500 or visit
lamorindavillage.org.

= AMORINDA
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LAFAYETTE HISTORY

The Light That Led the Way

BY JOHN KENNETT, LAFAYETTE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

It all started with a flicker.

In 1846, Elam Brown, Lafayette’s founder, traveled west,
bumping along in his covered wagon from St. Joseph, Missouri,
toward the wilds of California. His path was lit by a single
candle set inside a hand-punched tin lantern, its star-shaped
cutouts casting a ghostly glow.

That lantern was there through it all — wind, weather, and
westward expansion. It glowed in Illinois before 1840, lit the
way across prairie trails, and eventually shone in the untamed
reaches of Contra Costa County. When Brown settled in what
would become Lafayette, the lantern hung quietly through the
town’s earliest days, when rattlesnakes likely outnumbered
residents. He used it around his home on what was then Hough
Street, now Lafayette Circle, perhaps scaring off a few raccoons
and maybe even a bandit or two.

In 1879, ten years before his death, Brown passed the
lantern to his friend and neighbor James Bickerstaff, who
lived along Mt. Diablo Boulevard. Bickerstaff later gave it to
his daughter Jennie, a beloved schoolteacher and budding
historian who delighted local students with stories of
Lafayette’s past. Jennie often carried the lantern to classrooms
tucked safely inside a battered Challenge Butter box, sharing
tales of dusty trails, pioneer life, and the town’s earliest settlers.

In 1960, Jennie donated the lantern to the county library
to help preserve its history. But when it was loaned to the
Lafayette Library Association for a ribbon-cutting ceremony in
1962, it vanished — misplaced in a Pleasant Hill library vault
and seemingly lost to time.

Members of the Lafayette Historical Committee made trip
after trip to search the vault, but the lantern remained missing.
Finally, in 1969, local historian Joan Merryman asked Pleasant
Hill historian Thomas Gates to take one more look. “Look for
an old butter box,” she suggested.

Moments later, Gates emerged from the vault holding a
faded Challenge Butter box. Inside was the long-lost lantern. “I
nearly had a heart attack,” Merryman later recalled.

Though rusted and fragile, the lantern was carefully
restored by Lee Devol of Concord, who repaired its hinges and
door with salvaged metal.

Today, the lantern that once lit Elam Brown’s journey west
is proudly displayed at the Lafayette Historical Society on
Golden Gate Way, a small but shining reminder of the light that
led the way.

Special thanks to Aegis Living Moraga for sponsoring our
Lafayette History section.

Local historian Joan Merryman and her young son look on as Pleasant Hill
historian Thomas Gates reveals the long-lost lantern in 1969.

AGING
1S LIFE

At Aegis Living, we see aging as a gift.

Aegis offers support for all stages of senior

care, including short-term stays, assisted

living, and memaory care. We'd love to

answer your guestions and show you around.

Call us today! 925-483-7347

Aegis]“

Azsisted Living | Momory Care
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BlueGoo €vents & Portraits
by Craig Isaacs

Full service bike
shop & repair

BICYCLE

969 Moraga Road, Jil . Bu:ldmg Beller EXperienceS

Lalavette, CA
Readly to start your dream project?

Visit our website kccustombuilder.com or
call (510) 706-9063 to get started.

c KC CUSTOM BUILDERS Pleasant Hill, CA

License #886074

(& Expert builders, collaborating with top designers for a seamless experience.

@& We pride ourselves on delivering detailed, transparent estimates you can rely on.

& Meticulous craftsmanship. Unparalleled relationships.

Professional service
from intake through
continuing care.

Compassionate and intuitive
in-home caregivers who
prioritize your safety,
dignity, and comfort.

;; < Your Trees'
Annual Checkup?

Your trees need a checkup
every year just like you do!

#+ Rapid shoot growth from
last year’s abundant rains
could leave your trees
overburdened and more
likely to lose limbs.

Call us
forafree
in-home

consultation

CALL TODAY for a FREE Health, Safety & Hazard

Assessment by one of our Certified Arborists. "Visiting Angels cared for my father with incredible
respect and tenderness, treating him like family and

honoring his dignity every step of the way...”

E BEA t_._I TIFULLY

PROFESSIONAL, QUALITY, & EXPERIENCED TREE CARE

~ Kristen Barleen, Lafayette
Cry) Cry 925.930.7901
[taveso [eee WWW.TRAVERSOTREE.COM b e Specialty Care
: _ _ N e nocnanons Bk e Personal Care and Companion Care
/ . . I Serving the East Bay Since 1980 e A e s
'When it has to be Done Rzght CA LIC #1082260 | FULLY LICENSED, BONDED AND INSURED 925-837-3716 ST Call or Text: 925.430.6711 - VisitingAngels.com/WalnutCreek
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SCHOOL SCENE

J
BY THE LAFAYETTE SCHOOLDISTRICT" /

At a recent meeting, the Lafayette School District
Governing Board voted to place a local parcel tax
measure on the June ballot, Measure H. The express purpose of
the measure is to provide funding for core academic programs,
including math, science, engineering, technology, reading,
music, and arts; attracting and retaining highly qualified
teachers; and maintaining manageable class sizes.

Our local schools are widely recognized for strong
academic outcomes, enrichment programs, and a well-
rounded student experience. Across four elementary schools
and Stanley Middle School, Lafayette students benefit from
dedicated, experienced educators; a rigorous math and English
curriculum; robust STEM, arts, and music offerings; a full
continuum of special education services from TK through
eighth grade; and a wide range of additional academic and
extracurricular opportunities.

The Board’s resolution approving the parcel tax measure
indicates that “the State of California does not provide adequate
funding to maintain [the District’s] successful programs, and
funding from the State and other sources is unpredictable and
not consistently aligned with local priorities.” California’s overall
investment in public education has historically ranked below the
national average and fluctuates with the state economy. Within
this system, the Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF) directs
additional state funding to districts serving higher proportions
of students with greater needs.

While this approach supports equity statewide, it also
means that districts like Lafayette receive significantly less
funding per student than many other Bay Area districts. As
stated in the Board’s resolution, “locally generated funding
is critical to protect the District’s schools and maintain the
quality of education and programs relied on and expected by
the community.” Such local funding includes parcel taxes and
contributions from Lafayette Partners in Education (LPIE).

The Governing Board’s action to place a measure on the
June ballot reflects the District’s effort to plan responsibly
for the future while maintaining transparency with the
community. Over the past three years, the District has taken
steps to reduce expenses and realign resources, resulting in
more than $5 million in savings. At the same time, Lafayette
continues to face rising costs, including employee salaries and
benefits, required services, and operational expenses that
are largely fixed or mandated. Together, these factors reflect
an ongoing structural funding challenge in which available
revenues do not keep pace with the District’s expenses.

Staying informed is an important part of supporting the
continued success of Lafayette’s schools.

Visit lafsd.org for more information about our District.

Special thanks to In the Deets and Konstructo for sponsoring
our School Scene section.

Beautifully Designed.
Expertly Built.

Kitchens & Baths | Additions | ADUs

Lamorinda’s trusted design-build team for families who
value quality work, clear budgets, and a smooth process.
We manage every phase, so you don t have to|

FFull Home

150+ Completed Projects

12+ﬁ’cars Experience

PETS WITH PERSONALITY

True
Blue

Meet Blue, a Catahoula mix with a striking
coat and a personality to match.
A loyal sidekick with a playful spirit,
he’s right at home with Kimberly Larson
and her family in Lafayette.

Blue at home in
- _Happy Valley.
g

FREE COMPOST PROGRAM

RecycleSmart provides free compost to residents in partnership with
Republic Services and the City of Walnut Creek.

Compost is available for pickup at Heather Farm Park located at
301 N. San Carlos Drive in Walnut Creek.

Composting organics is now the

Tell us about Blue. Blue is about 11 months old and is a mix,
mostly Catahoula, which gives him his beautiful coat.

How did you find him? He was at a local shelter in
Lafayette and was already named Blue. The kids loved it, so
it stuck! We adopted him through ABC Animal Rescue and
feel so lucky we found him.

How would you describe his personality? Blue is a sweet
goofball! He loves to cuddle and be close, but he’s also very
playful and fully at home running around our yard and
showing off his best zoomies.

Have you always been a dog person? Always! I grew up
with dogs and had one for years before Blue. Blue came into
our lives just as our hearts were ready for a new pup.

Any surprises or funny moments so far? He can be
mischievous, but all in good fun. He likes to steal things in a
very obvious way to get us to play with him, usually stuffed
animals or socks.

What do you love most about Blue? He has herding
tendencies in his mix and loves to be close by. Even when
walking around the house, his shoulder is on my leg.

Anything else we should know? He is the sweetest guy and
was so happy to join our wonderful dog-friendly community.
He’s in full adolescent mode at the moment, so forgive him

as he learns his on-leash manners if you see us around town!

Special thanks to RecycleSmart, a valuable resource for
residential recycling information, for sponsoring our Pets with
Personality section.

Do you have a Pet in your life that you'd like to celebrate? Email us at lamorinda@n2co.com.

DeS,gn “ 7 Clear law for everyone in California!
Arch|tecture Pfogess , Call Republic Services for your free kitchen food scrap pail.
BJiId _______ Pncmg \ ﬁ..*
""""" S oAlwork ( TS R l
{ Warrantied & | = ecyc e
A "-.‘_Guaranteed",:' Learn more r . 'Y s m a rt
un by2 Lafayette monist / A — ’ PIrBOUd LPIE -~ Rec;’zyzlzlss:::?t org Central Contra Costa Solid Waste Authority Y
usiness
Partners Scan to book your FREE consultation! & :
In the Deets + l K; @1 STRUCTO www/mthedeats.com/kon LS Sa G 270 | Please call Republic Services for billing and service requests (925) 685-4711
License #1032050 : : ot Visit RecycleSmart.org/Cleanup for Reuse & Cleanup Days information and the service date(s) search tool.
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The heart of your home
is the heart of our business

= i
F NOW FEATURING W)
A DESIGK OFFICE

GARDEN
SIGN

Schaedule an

appointmeant

Custom landscapes designed to complement your home, with color, texture, and balance, crafted
through a collaborative design-build process: Design. Plan. Build. Experience.

artgardendesign.net ¢ 510.424.2503

"Emil ||_J. hos
deliverad
exceptional

| ach Proud to support
massage & wellness }.5;*_,_;_;, the neigh borhood
707-334-8111 & S

As your local State Farm™ agent, I'll be there

9 ot s outstanding” whenever you need me with Good Neighbor
lOdgett $ FLOOR COVERING i) O ey e service you can count on. Give me a call.

“Quality and Service Since 1946 £ :
For all your Carpet & Flooring Needs &StatEF arm

|

Karen & Larry Blodgett, Owners

Jake Stewart Ins Agency Inc
Jake Stewart, Agent

3581 Mt Diablo Blvd Suite 225
Lafayette, CA 94549-8306

Bus: 925-283-5040
www.myagentjake.com
jake@myagentjake.com

Insurance License #0I53589

T _ury yinyl ¢ Hardwood ¢ Are, Rugs
W

“UI'Pet o Natural Flooring °

(925) 284-4807 - www.Blodgetts.com Fire Season is

3291 Mt. Diablo Court * Lafayette « Hours: M-Th 9 to 4 now year-roundiC s T eouien O
CA Lic. #177588 FOR A FULL LIST OF SERVICES, PLEASE VISIT pR:grREngEss Seate Farm, Bloomington, I

brp-enterprises.com x (925) 322-1440 EVALUATION TODAY
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R r j\ | E S TJ_\T E nicoletamayohomes.com
I: L |: \\T I: I:) | ¢} Michelle Holcenberg

925.324.0405
holcenberg.com

LOCAL EXPERTISE — GLOBAL REACH PRI oo
DECADES OF TOP-PRODUCING
I ARMO M A TA A @00
._i-\r-1 ._'_-ll-_t!llhl'D.‘-'; T.I'.LE."JT ME‘fE“dith Peterson o .
925.788.7034
meredithpetersonhomes.com

Thinking of buying or selling? Let’s discuss your goals

" FULLY INSURED,
N _“ LIGENSED, AND
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PONDEROSA

—— TREE SERVICE = &% 5 j'., - gis i CERTIFIED

'1 ARBORISTS
= ON STAFF

Trust the Tree Care Professzonals
Who’ve Been Around for Decades

FIRE SAFETY COMPLIANCE PRUNING | AESTHETIC & VIEW PRUNING | CONSULTING . CALLFORA F REE ESTIMATE!
TREE PLANTING & REMOVAL | URBAN MILLING | STUMP GRINDING | CABLING & BRACING >10.845.3644

ponderosatreeserv1ce.com




