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F or more than 40 years, if there’s been an 
important parks project, planning effort, 
or community conversation happening 

in Lafayette, chances are Carol Singer has been 
part of it. 

This year, the Lafayette Chamber of Commerce 
has named Carol the 2026 Citizen of the Year, a 
well-deserved honor for someone whose steady, 
thoughtful leadership has helped shape our city  
in lasting ways.

A Lafayette resident for more than five 
decades, Carol is often described as one of the 
community’s “quiet” but deeply influential 
volunteers. She studies the issues, listens carefully, 
and works collaboratively to find thoughtful 
solutions. As one nominator shared, she has 
“amassed an impressive list of activities important 
to the City’s development and livability.”

Carol is marking her 40th year of service on 
the Parks, Trails and Recreation Commission, 
where she has served since 1986, including 

multiple terms as chair. Her leadership has helped guide 
projects many residents enjoy every day — from Community 
Park and the Jennifer Russell Building to the Community 
Center Play Area and, most recently, Hamlin Nature Park. Over 
the years, she has also served on numerous ad hoc committees 
supporting park, trail, and recreation efforts across the city.

She is the only Lafayette resident to have served on both the 
General Plan Advisory Committee and the Downtown Specific 
Plan Committee, helping shape the city’s long-term vision.

Beyond parks and planning, Carol has been active with the 
Lafayette Homeowners Council, the Friends of the Lafayette 
Library, and the Age-Friendly Action Plan. She is also known 
locally for her knowledge of campaign finance and her 
commitment to informed civic engagement. One community 
member called her “the most agreeable disagree-er,” a 
reflection of her civility and respect in public discourse.

Originally from New Jersey, Carol came west to attend UC 
Berkeley, earning a degree in economics before building her 
life in Lafayette. When she wasn’t volunteering, she could often 
be found backpacking the Sierra passes — and even the Alps 
and Dolomites — with her women’s hiking group.

Carol’s impact on Lafayette is both broad and lasting, and 
her recognition as Citizen of the Year is a well-earned honor.

CAROL SINGER  
LAFAYETTE’S 2026 CITIZEN OF THE YEAR

MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR

When did your family get chickens? Our family got our 
chickens in 2022. My daughter Kareena, now a fifth grader, 
hatched them in her first-grade classroom at Springhill. They 
needed a good home, so we decided to adopt them! 

How many do you have? We have 10 chickens now! The oldest 
is Lily, and the youngest is Theo.  

How do you take care of them? Kareena and our younger 
daughter, Sia, feed them daily and open and close the coop so 
they can roam freely. They also collect eggs each evening. Coop 
clean-up is done weekly. All family members help with this! 

How many eggs do you collect? During the spring and 
summer, we collect eight to 10 per day. During the winter, 
production is two to three per day.  

How did Kareena start selling eggs? She read a book about 
starting her own business and decided to give it a try with the 
eggs! She has signs up around the neighborhood and walks 
or bikes around to deliver them. If there is a delivery farther 
away, we drive her. 

What has running the egg business taught her? Kareena says, 
“I’ve learned how to keep a spreadsheet with expenses and 
what money I get when I sell the eggs. It’s also taught me how 
to budget for things I need to buy for the chickens.”
 
Do you have other pets? We have two dogs and two bunnies. 
One dog is scared of the chickens, while the other one tries to 
play with them. The bunnies haven’t met the chickens yet! 

SPRING  
CHICKENS

For Priyam Sawhney and her family, 
backyard chickens have done more than lay 
eggs. They’ve helped hatch a neighborhood 

business. | INTERVIEW WITH PRIYAM SAWHNEY

PETS WITH PERSONALITY

RecycleSmart provides free compost to residents in partnership with 
Republic Services and the City of Walnut Creek.

Compost is available for pickup at Heather Farm Park located at 
301 N. San Carlos Drive in Walnut Creek.

Please call Republic Services for billing and service requests (925) 685-4711
Visit RecycleSmart.org/Cleanup for Reuse & Cleanup Days information and the service date(s) search tool.

FREE COMPOST PROGRAM

Composting organics is now the
law for everyone in California!

Call Republic Services for your free kitchen food scrap pail. 

Learn more 
by visiting 

RecycleSmart.org

Special thanks to RecycleSmart, a valuable resource for 
residential recycling information, for sponsoring our Pets  
with Personality section.Sisters Sia (9, left) and Kareena (11) hold fresh eggs and one of their 10 chickens.

A special thank you to Realtors Stella Tsakonas and Stephanie 
Mull for sponsoring the Meet Your Neighbor section.

Would you like to nominate someone for our Meet Your Neighbor section?  
Email Lamorinda@n2co.com.

From left to right: City of Lafayette Vice Mayor John McCormick, Chamber Executive Director  
Sara Regan, 2026 Citizen of the Year Carol Singer, 2025 Citizen of the Year Ann Appert,  
Chamber Board President Jeremy Steel.
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Lafayette United Methodist Church 
celebrated its 170th anniversary in 
September 2025, honoring a legacy 

that began in 1855 and continues to 
serve the community today.

The founder of the city of Lafayette 
and its first church was Elam Brown, 
a settler from the Midwest. In 1846, he 
led fourteen pioneer families to the 
Bay Area, purchased Rancho Acalanes 
— more than 3,300 acres — in 1847, 
and then moved his family into the 
Happy Valley area.

A group of citizens met informally 
in Elam’s home to hold church services, 
and in 1855, organized the Lafayette 
Church. A building was constructed 
in 1857 on leased land, and the 
congregation later became part of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 

When the lease expired, Elam 
donated a parcel of land so the church 

could be relocated. Later, in 1886, he sold the former Good 
Templar’s Hall and property to the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
and the congregation moved there. The bell and tower from 
the church were placed on the building, which became known 
as “The Church on the Hill.” 

The congregation sold The Church on the Hill in 1927 
and completed its final move, this time to Moraga Road. They 
purchased Lafayette’s third school building, constructed in 
1893 with a bell tower, which provided space for an assembly 
hall (sanctuary) and classrooms. They replaced the flagpole on 
top of the belfry with a large cross, which still rises over the 
sanctuary today. 

Mergers in the church’s denomination led to a change 
of affiliation to the Methodist Church in 1939. From 1941 to 
1943, construction of a new sanctuary took place. A parlor was 
added, providing a new facade to the front of the old school 
building. The bell tower remained a focal point.

In the early 1950s, ground was broken for a new two-
story education building, followed by the construction of 
the Fellowship Hall in 1962. In 1968, the church became the 
Lafayette United Methodist Church.

The Lafayette Historical Society dedicated the original 
third school building and its prominent bell tower as a 
historical monument in 1973. This honor prohibited altering 
or destroying any more of the original structure. The church 
enlarged the sanctuary within the existing structure, enabling 
preservation of the original Gothic style and appearance of the 
chapel. The unified sanctuary was rededicated in 1984.

LAFAYETTE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  
170 Years of History, Faith, and Community

BY LAUREL ANNE HILL

LAFAYETTE HISTORY
Lafayette’s third 

schoolhouse, built in 
1893, still stands on 
Moraga Road. Photo 

courtesy Lafayette 
Historical Society

Congregants celebrate the church’s 170th anniversary, September 2025.

In 1995, three adjacent rooms of the education building 
were modified and refurbished to accommodate the new self-
sustaining Joyful Beginnings Preschool. Recently, the church 
received licensure for an after-school center on the second 
floor of its education building.

A community church from its inception, Lafayette United 
Methodist Church has retained its heritage as a center of 
worship, fellowship, teaching, and outreach. Today, its historic 
bell tower and preserved sanctuary stand as reminders of the 
church’s deep roots and enduring presence in Lafayette.  
Visit thelumc.org to learn more.

The church today, its historic bell tower preserved. The 
original bell was replaced with a new one in 2025.

Special thanks to Aegis Living Moraga for sponsoring our 
Lafayette History section.

Celebrating 11 Years of Connection and Care
SUPPORT. VOLUNTEER. BELONG.

(925) 283-3500 · www.LamorindaVillage.org · info@lamorindavillage.org
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Students learn to listen during interviews, consider different 
perspectives, revise thoughtfully, and meet deadlines together 
— all while writing for an authentic audience.

Maya Taylor, the other student editor, appreciates the 
creative freedom: “I love that there are no limits. You can use 
your imagination and decide how everything looks.”

School counselor Jennifer Girard sees the deeper impact: 
“Students lead every step of the creative and editorial process. 
This newspaper is truly their voice, and they take great pride in 
leading it with responsibility and teamwork.”

At Springhill, literacy builds confidence, leadership, and 
connection — and student voices truly make the news!

AT  S P R I N G H I L L  E L E M E N TA R Y  S C H O O L ,  the headlines are written 
by students. The Springhill Newspaper Club gives young 
journalists the opportunity to share stories, spark creativity, 
and strengthen their school community, one issue at a time.

The club meets every Wednesday during lunch in the 
library or in the school’s counseling space, The Peaceful Place, 
where Springhill’s counselor partners with students. Together, 
they brainstorm ideas, conduct interviews, draft articles, and 
design layouts for four editions each year: Fall, Winter, Spring, 
and Summer.

What makes the club especially unique is its student 
leadership. At the start of each year, fifth graders campaign to 
serve as editor and are elected by their peers. This year, two 
editors were elected and given full independence to edit and 
design each issue, shaping everything from headlines to layout.

Kareena Sareen, one of the student editors, shared what 
she loves about her role: “We are here to help people get on 
Google Classroom and choose their topic. I love that everyone 
gets free rein on what they want to do, and that you can meet 
new people who share a love that you have with others.”

The newspaper includes crosswords, student artwork, and 
local news. Students choose topics they believe will interest 
their classmates, using imagination and creativity to bring each 
issue to life.

Beyond strengthening reading and writing skills, the 
club builds critical thinking, collaboration, and empathy. 

EXTRA! EXTRA!  
Student Voices Lead 
the Way At Springhill
BY THE LAFAYETTE SCHOOL DISTRICT

SCHOOL SCENE

Special thanks to In the Deets and Konstructo 
for sponsoring our School Scene section.

Springhill’s 
Newspaper 

Club

DANCE     MUSIC
THEATRE

Ages 2–Adult — Classes for Everyone!

www.theballetschool.org  |  info@theballetschool.org
Enrolling Now! 925-934-2133

E A C H  S U M M E R  AT  
Lafayette Orinda Presbyterian 
Church’s Vacation Bible Camp, 
faith and service come alive 
in powerful, kid-sized ways. 
What begins as a week of 
high-energy games, music, 
crafts, and Bible stories 
quickly grows into something 
more significant: a hands-on 
opportunity for children to 
make a real difference in the world.

Every year, our camp centers on a creative theme and 
partners with a nonprofit organization that compliments it. 
Through meaningful conversations, interactive lessons, and 
hearing from members of the non-profit, campers learn how 
leaders and organizations are working to build stronger, 
healthier communities. In recent summers, we’ve partnered 
with inspiring organizations such as Fotokids in Guatemala, 
SURGE for Water, and John Muir Land Trust.

Our campers don’t just learn about these organizations 
— they actively support them. Over the past three summers, 
the fundraising efforts of more than 200 campers have raised 
over $3,000 to further these causes. Along the way, children 
have become pen pals with kids abroad, discovering both the 
similarities and differences that connect us across cultures. 
They’ve explored what it means to care for God’s creation, 
learning about conservation on both local and global levels. 
Most importantly, they’ve experienced the joy that comes from 
serving others.

Service at VBC isn’t about pressure or obligation — it’s about 
empowering kids to see that even small hands can make a big 
impact. Whether collecting donations, writing encouraging 
notes, or learning simple ways to protect our planet, each 
camper leaves knowing they are part of something meaningful.

We can’t wait to continue this tradition in Summer 2026 at 
Rainforest Falls! Vacation 
Bible Camp at LOPC runs 
June 8–12 from 2–5pm. Kids 
ages 4 through completed 
4th grade are invited to join 
the adventure. 

Learn more and 
register today, go to  
lopc.org/vbcamp.

EMPOWERING KIDS
Small Hands Can  

Make a Big Impact
BY PASTOR JAIME POLSON AND EMILY AUSTIN AND SUSAN 

WENTWORTH, CO-DIRECTORS OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY, LOPC
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When Lafayette resident Chuck Silva retired from 
software engineering, he didn’t stop designing.  
He turned his attention to conserving water in  

his own backyard.

What inspired you to use gray water? We were adding an 
addition to our home and completely rebuilding the existing 
home, and it became the ideal time to design gray water into 
the plans. Since I had worked in the landscape industry in 
Northern California during the droughts of 1976-77, I had 
personally seen what happened to most landscapes during 
that kind of event, which has become more frequent. Gray 
water could help mitigate those effects and allow for a lusher 
landscape using less “new” water.

How does your system work? The gray water sources 
(showers, washer, vanities, bar sink, reverse osmosis 
discharge) are gravity-routed first to a self-cleaning rotary 
drum filter that removes lint and larger debris from the water 
and dumps it into a 60-gallon tank. When the tank fills, a pump 

Making Every 
Drop Count
PHOTOS BY CRAIG ISAACS, BLUEGOO PHOTOGRAPHY

LEARNING & EDUCATION

is activated to empty it. The pump pushes the water through a 
series of filters and then out to the drip system year-round. 

Optionally, fertilizer specially formulated for the poor 
hillside soil is metered in. The system is tied into street water 
and interacts with a standard sprinkler timer to provide 
additional watering. Our current system is the second 
prototype and continues to evolve with the goal of creating a 
“packaged” system for residential landscapes.

How much water do you save? The drip system uses about 300 
emitters to water the lower yard and saves roughly 60 gallons 
per day — about 20,000 gallons per year.

What’s been most surprising or rewarding? Most surprising 
is the amount of lint and nasty detergent residue that clothes 
washers produce. Most of the research and changes to the 
system have centered around mitigating the effects of that one 
source. This source is also one of the largest producers of gray 
water in the home. What’s rewarding is that the system works.

Advice for neighbors interested in a gray water system? I 
would suggest if you are remodeling or building new, design 
a dual waste system into the home (separating black water 
and gray water) that is tied together in a convenient, hidden 
location outside the home. Ours is in a utility area on the side 
of the home. Doing this allows a gray water system to be added 
any time after construction is complete.

Trust the Tree Care Professionals
Who’ve Been Around for Decades.
FIRE SAFETY COMPLIANCE PRUNING  |  AESTHETIC & VIEW PRUNING  |  CONSULTING
TREE PLANTING & REMOVAL  |  URBAN MILLING  |  STUMP GRINDING  |  CABLING & BRACING

CERTIFIED
ARBORISTS

ON STAFF

FULLY INSURED,
LICENSED, AND

BONDED
#WE-10094A

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE!
510.845.3644

ponderosatreeservice.com

SERVING THE BAY AREA FOR OVER 50 YEARS

Chuck Silva with the gray water system he designed to 
irrigate his hillside landscape and conserve water.

Special thanks to Realtor Ashley Battersby for sponsoring 
our Learning & Education section.

Do you have a Learning & Education story to share? Email us at Lamorinda@n2co.com.

Gray water is filtered, then distributed to a 
drip system that irrigates the garden year-
round. Fertilizer can also be metered in.
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925-440-6521  |  www.mindfulconstructioninc.com

DESIGN

BUILD

ILLUMINATE

CSLB License - #1105906

2D & 3D Designs  |  Pavers & Pathways
Concrete  |  Turf & Sod  |  Pergolas

Outdoor Kitchens  |  Decks, Fences & Gates
Lighting  |  Softscape

Call us
for a free
in-home 
consultation 

Professional service 
from intake through 
continuing care. 

Compassionate and intuitive 
in-home caregivers who 
prioritize your safety, 
dignity, and comfort.

Call or Text: 925.430.6711 · VisitingAngels.com/WalnutCreek

Specialty Care
Personal Care and Companion Care

"Visiting Angels cared for my father with incredible 
respect and tenderness, treating him like family and 

honoring his dignity every step of the way…” 
~ Kristen Barleen, Lafayette

Fire Season is
now year-round SCHEDULE A

HOME FIRE
PREPAREDNESS

EVALUATION TODAY
FOR A FULL LIST OF SERVICES, PLEASE VISIT
brp-enterprises.com       (925) 322-1440

Alana Flame Beauty
your cozy local beauty boutique

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
TEXT: 925.205.0727

• Classic Lash Extensions
• Brow Lamination
• And more…
• Special discount

for new clients!

3559 Mt. Diablo Blvd., #201
Text 925.205.0727 to Book 

Info@alanaflamebeauty.com
alanaflamebeauty.com

alanaflamebeauty 

Visit our website kccustombuilder.com or
call  (510) 706-9063 to get started.

Pleasant Hill, CA

Expert builders, collaborating with top designers for a seamless experience.

We pride ourselves on delivering detailed, transparent estimates you can rely on.

Meticulous craftsmanship. Unparalleled relationships.

Ready to start your dream project?  

Building Better Experiences

License #886074



9151 Currency St.
Irving, TX 75063

NEW COUNTERTOPS.
NEW LOOK. 
NO MIDDLEMAN.
Whether you're refreshing a kitchen, 
modernizing a 
bathroom, or 
starting fresh—our 
expert team 
delivers 
high-quality surfaces
without the high-pressure
sales.

Call now to schedule your
free in-home estimate and
bring your dream
countertop to life!

(510) 397-6670 | solotsinc.com

We work
hand-in-hand

with homeowners
to bring your

custom countertop
visions to life. 

Quartz
Granite

Porcelain
Marble

and more

A Publication for the Residents  
of Lafayette


